OPERATING DURING CORONAVIRUS RISK ASSESSMENT
Biggleswade Campus
Policies and other guidance which will need to be considered include:
•
OSG UK Campus COVID-19 Visitors Protocols.
•
Government /DfE - Schools coronavirus (COVID-19) operational guidance.

•

nidirect.gov.uk – Norther Ireland Government services
Gov.Wales – COVID-19 Guidance
NHS close contacts, testing and self-isolation
OSG UK COVID-19 Management Flowchart.
OSG UK COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan

•

OSG UK COVID-19 Supportive Resources (Return to School OSG UK Management Portal), such as, videos, posters, schedules, etc.

•
•
•
•

Please note:
This risk assessment is a generic template, and it might not be exhaustive or cover all campus activities and equipment. Any specific
arrangements which may be found in Campus areas will need to be adapted taken that into account and included in the Risk Assessment. Risk
Assessment.
In order to provide support and understanding of the current COVID-19 arrangements, to all OSG UK campuses, the Operating During
Coronavirus Risk Assessment is arranged as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Government guidance available per country (England, Wales,
Scotland, and Northern Ireland)
System of Controls set out per country.
Campus specific prevention controls
Face coverings set out per country
Respiratory hygiene
Social distancing
Enhanced cleaning
Face coverings – OneBus
First Aid arrangements
Exams

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Asymptomatic Testing
Chemicals used within asymptomatic testing
Legionella
Fire safety
Contractor management
Visitor management (Safety consultant/Enforcement officer,
OSG staff visits to campuses, Southalls visits to campuses).
Mental
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OPERATING DURING CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

Staff, students, and visitors

The control measures on this Risk Assessment are in addition to campus risk assessments
which are held on Safety Cloud and remain applicable for other hazards.
Summary of the DfE's Schools COVID-19 operational guidelines – Jan 2022

ENGLAND - COVID-19 Update (Summarised Version of Schools COVID-19 operational guidance)
Issued: 6th of January 2022

Changes to the DfE guidance since its 9th of December 2021 publication include:

FACE COVERINGS
From January 4th, the DfE have asked that for pupils in year 7 and above face coverings should be worn in classrooms. This does not apply in
situations where wearing a face covering would impact on the ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons.
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ENGLAND

The government continues to manage the risk of serious illness from the spread of the virus. The Prime Minister announced on 27 November the
temporary introduction of new measures as a result of the Omicron variant and on 8 December that Plan B, set out in the autumn and winter plan
2021, was being enacted. As a result, these measures are reflected in this guidance for schools. This advice remains subject to change as the
situation develops.

All pupils must also wear a face covering when travelling on dedicated school transport to and from school.
Staff and visitors are asked to wear a face mask when in communal areas and moving around the building. The DfE have said they would not
ordinarily expect teachers to wear a face covering in the classroom if they are at the front of the class, to support education delivery, although
settings should be sensitive to the needs of individual teachers.

MIXING AND BUBBLES
DfE no longer recommends that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’).
This means that ‘bubbles’ will not need to be used in schools. As well as enabling flexibility in curriculum delivery, this means that assemblies
can resume, and you no longer need to make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch.

TRACING CLOSE CONTACTS, ISOLATION & TESTING
TRACING CLOSE CONTACTS
Despite the advice from DfE that close contacts in schools are identified by NHS Test and Trace, we OneSchool Global UK, noted issues
with the identification of the close contacts in our schools, therefore we continue to stress that close contacts are identified by OSG
campuses and notified to the Local Health Teams when necessary / required as part of the OSG COVID Guidance.
ISOLATION & TESTING
From 14th of December 2021, Adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6
months identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 are strongly advised to take an LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to
attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result.
Individuals with a positive LFT test result, must read and follow the guidance stated in the section Confirmatory PCR Tests, below.
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Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts who are:
•
•
•
•

fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine
all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their vaccination status
people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons
people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine

Children under 5 years are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to take part in daily testing of close contacts.
OneSchool Global UK strongly recommends that everyone that is eligible should be vaccinated for their own protection and out of respect for the
health and wellbeing of their colleagues and students.

FOLLOW PUBLIC HEALTH ADVICE ON TESTING, SELF-ISOLATION AND MANAGING CONFIRMED CASES OF COVID-19
Fully vaccinated contacts of a COVID-19 case should take a daily lateral flow test for 7 days to slow the spread of the virus.
When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when
to self-isolate and what to do. They should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other reasons requiring
them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they are required to quarantine).
If anyone in your school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, you should follow the OSG UK COVID-19 Flowchart and they should follow
public health advice.
If a pupil is awaiting collection, they should be left in a room on their own if possible and safe to do so. A window should be opened for fresh air
ventilation if possible. Appropriate PPE should also be used if close contact is necessary. Further information on this can be found in the use of
PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings guidance. Any rooms they use should be cleaned after they have left.
The household (including any siblings) should follow the UKHSA stay at home guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus
(COVID-19) infection.
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ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING – LFT TESTING
Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection within schools.
Staff and secondary school pupils should continue to test twice weekly at home, with lateral flow device (LFD) test kits, 3-4 days apart.
Test results should also be reported to the NHS, and also shared with the OSG campus via the OSG UK Asymptomatic Lateral Flow Testing Reporting
Smartsheet, where any positive cases will be automatically flagged out to the attention of the Campus Principal, so appropriate action can be taken
immediately.

Testing remains voluntary but is strongly encouraged.
Secondary schools should also retain a small asymptomatic testing site (ATS) on-site until further notice so they can offer testing to pupils who
are unable to test themselves at home.
School campuses are strongly encouraged to follow the OSG UK Visitor protocols stored in the Return to School Portal and ask parents / volunteers
and other visitors to wear face coverings and take a lateral flow device (LFD) test before entering the school.
Individuals with a positive LFT test result, must read and follow the guidance stated in the section Confirmatory PCR Tests, below.
Further information on Daily Rapid Testing can be found above in the Isolation & Testing section.
There is no need for primary age pupils (those in year 6 and below) to regularly test, unless they have been identified as a contact for someone
who has tested positive for Covid-19 and therefore advised to take lateral flow tests every day for 7 days.
PCR TESTING
Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in line with the stay-at-home guidance for households with possible or
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.
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They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-19.
Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate. If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow
test, and is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test and the pupil can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19
symptoms.
Additional information on PCR test kits for schools and further education providers is available.
CONFIRMATORY PCR TESTS
Confirmatory PCR tests to be temporarily suspended for positive lateral flow test results:
This is a temporary measure while COVID-19 rates remain high across the UK. Whilst levels of COVID-19 are high, the vast majority of people
with positive LFD results can be confident that they have COVID-19.
From Tuesday, 11th of January 2022 in England, people who receive positive lateral flow device (LFD) test results for coronavirus (COVID-19)
will be required to self-isolate immediately and won’t be required to take a confirmatory PCR test. This will mean that anyone who receives
a positive LFD test result will be required to self-isolate immediately and will not be required to take a confirmatory PCR test.
Lateral flow tests are taken by people who do not have COVID-19 symptoms (who are Asymptomatic – LFT testing will identify if they are
infectious).
Anyone who develops 1 of the 3 main COVID-19 symptoms should stay at home and self-isolate and take a PCR test. They must self-isolate
if they get a positive test result, even if they have had a recent negative lateral flow test – these rules have not changed.
The new approach reflects similar changes made this time last year in January 2021, when there was also a high prevalence of infection meaning
it was highly likely that a positive LFD COVID-19 result was a true positive.
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Under this new approach, anyone who receives a positive LFD test result should report their result on GOV.UK and must self-isolate immediately
but will not need to take a follow-up PCR test.
After reporting a positive LFD test result, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace so that their contacts can be traced and must continue
to self-isolate.
There are a few exceptions to this revised approach.
•

First, people who are eligible for the £500 Test and Trace Support Payment (TTSP) will still be asked to take a confirmatory PCR if they
receive a positive LFD result, to enable them to access financial support.
• Second, people participating in research or surveillance programmes may still be asked to take a follow-up PCR test, according to the
research or surveillance protocol.
You should follow the latest government guidance on confirmatory PCR tests https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-athome-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection following a positive LFD test.

WHEN TO SELF-ISOLATE
Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test (a test that is sent to the lab) on GOV.UK as soon as possible if you have any of these 3 symptoms
of COVID-19, even if they are mild:
•
•
•

a high temperature
a new, continuous cough
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

You should also self-isolate straight away if:
•

you've tested positive for COVID-19 – this means you have the virus.
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•
•

someone you live with has symptoms or tested positive (unless you are not required to self-isolate – check below if this applies to
you).
you've been told to self-isolate following contact with someone who tested positive – find out what to do if you're told to self-isolate
by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS COVID-19 app

WHEN YOU DO NOT NEED TO SELF-ISOLATE
If you live with or have been in contact with someone with COVID-19, you will not need to self-isolate if any of the following apply:
•
•
•
•

you're fully vaccinated – this means 14 days have passed since your final dose of an approved COVID-19 vaccine
you're under 18 years and 6 months old
you're taking part or have taken part in an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial
you're not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

Even if you do not have symptoms, you're strongly advised to:
•
•
•

do daily rapid lateral flow tests (1 a day for 7 days), if you’re fully vaccinated, to protect yourself and others from COVID-19 - find
out more about daily testing on GOV.UK
follow advice on how to avoid catching and spreading COVID-19
consider limiting contact with people who are at higher risk from COVID-19

ADULTS WHO ARE NOT FULLY VACCINATED – ISOLATION & TESTING RULES
There is no change to the guidance for unvaccinated contacts of positive COVID-19 cases, who are still required to self-isolate for 10 full
days after their date of exposure to the virus.
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Unvaccinated adults are not eligible for the new daily testing policy, they must self-isolate for 10 days if they are a contact of someone who tests
positive for COVID-19 – Omicron or not.

THOSE FORMERLY CONSIDERED TO BE CLINICALLY EXTREMELY VULNERABLE
Around one million people in England who are at particular risk of becoming seriously ill from COVID-19 have been identified by the NHS as being
potentially eligible for new treatments. They will be receiving a PCR test kit at home by mid-January to use if they develop symptoms or if they get
a positive LFD result, as they may be eligible for new treatments if they receive a positive PCR result. This group should use these priority PCR tests
when they have symptoms as it will enable prioritised laboratory handling.
Following expert clinical advice and the successful rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine programme, people previously considered to be
particularly vulnerable, clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV), and high or higher-risk are not being advised to shield again. Children and young
people who were previously identified as being in one of these groups, are advised to continue to follow the guidance contained in Coronavirus:
how to stay safe and help prevent the spread.
Children and young people previously considered CEV should attend school and should follow the same COVID-19 guidance as the rest of the
population. In some circumstances, a child or young person may have received personal advice from their specialist or clinician on additional
precautions to take and they should continue to follow that advice.

STEPPING MEASURES UP AND DOWN & CONTINGENCY
OSG UK has in place suitable arrangements to support it campuses and has also in place robust contingency plans to assist campuses during
more difficult moments such as COVID outbreak (COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan). The document outlines what you would do if students
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or staff test positive for COVID19, and how you would operate if you were advised to take extra measures to help break chains of transmission.
Further info and support is available from the NSO.
However, there are some measures that you must adopt and follow in order to reduce the risk of a COVID-19 outbreak in your school campus.
•
•
•
•
•

•

Ensure good hygiene for everyone – ensure that your campus has in place sufficient well stocked sanitisation stations, accessible for
students, staff and visitors.
Signage – to remind students, staff and visitors of good hand hygiene, wear face coverings, etc.
Hand hygiene - Frequent and thorough hand cleaning practice throughout the campus.
Respiratory hygiene - The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important. The e-Bug COVID-19 website contains free
resources for you, including materials to encourage good hand and respiratory hygiene.
Use of personal protective equipment (PPE) - Most staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their
work. The guidance on the use of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings provides more information on the use of
PPE for COVID-19.
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated - When your campus is in operation, it is important to ensure it is well ventilated and that a
comfortable teaching environment is maintained. You should identify any poorly ventilated spaces as part of your risk assessment and take
steps to improve fresh air flow in these areas, giving particular consideration when holding events where visitors such as parents are on
site, for example, school plays.
You should balance the need for increased ventilation while maintaining a comfortable temperature. The Health and Safety Executive
guidance on air conditioning and ventilation during the COVID-19 pandemic and CIBSE COVID-19 advice provides more information.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS
DfE recommends that you should consider whether to go ahead with planned educational visits at this time.
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You should undertake full and thorough risk assessments in relation to all educational visits and ensure that any public health advice, such as
hygiene and ventilation requirements, are included as part of that risk assessment. General guidance about educational visits is available from
HSE.
Before going ahead with any educational visits, you should speak to your visit provider / host / local of visit to assess the local protection
available for accommodating the venue and their local arrangements for ensuring that staff and students are safe from risks.
When you have someone attending your campus, it is effectively classed as a ‘Visitor’ therefore they will need to follow the OSG protocols for
visitors, available in the Return to School Portal for consultation / download.

Further info – consult the DfE Schools COVID-19 operational guidance
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WALES - COVID-19 – Update (Summarised Version of School operations Guidance)
Issued: 6th of January 2022

Coronavirus numbers in Wales are going up, so the Welsh Government has brought in new rules for Wales from 26th December to help stop the
spread of the virus and keep Wales safe.
You should now review your operational arrangements based on the variable measures for the ‘Very High’ level as set out in the Local Infection
Control Decision Framework for schools.

COVID-19 ALERT LEVELS

•
•
•

The fundamental principle remains that the most effective way to prevent transmission of COVID-19 in our schools is to stop infection
being brought into the school.
The best way to manage personal risks is to take up the offer of vaccination, and we encourage those eligible for vaccination to take up
this offer.
If anyone tests positive for COVID-19 they must self-isolate and not attend school.

The Hierarchy of Risk Controls outlined in this advice and in the guidance for employers, businesses and organisations underpins the risk
assessment. All employers have a duty to consult employees on health and safety, and they are best placed to understand the risks in individual
schools. Employers should share the risk assessment results with the workforce.
OneSchool Global UK strongly recommends that everyone that is eligible should be vaccinated for their own protection and out of respect for the
health and wellbeing of their colleagues and students.

Determining the level of risk
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WALES

The alert level system allows measures and interventions to address specific risks. Regardless of the alert level at any point, the following three
key points are central to the approach in schools.

The overall risk level for Wales will continue to be determined nationally by Welsh Government guided by the table below and will be
communicated to all.

Level of risk
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

OneSchool Global

Actions
Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate
and have a test, responding appropriately to the result.
Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being
undertaken as per guidance.
Cases are contacted as soon as possible so that close
contacts can subsequently be advised according to
their circumstances. This will include the offer of a PCR
test and for some advice to self-isolate to reduce the
risk of onward spread.
Action is ongoing locally to support uptake of the
vaccine in those who were not receptive to receiving it
on first offer.
Engaging with local communities to ensure that the
good behaviours in high risk settings (areas of poor
ventilation and overcrowding) can continue and
communities are receptive to this.
Agencies are working proactively across sectors to
ensure that they can operate in a risk-based
environment.
Reactive enforcement of business compliance.
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WALES

Low

Description
The uptake of 2 doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85% for
priority groups 1-9 and there is no evidence of waning
immunity.
While 7-day incidence may be increasing, the majority of
infections are reported in those 30 years of age and younger
who have not been vaccinated or have received just one
dose.
The percentage of community cases requiring hospital
admission remains low
Deaths remain low.
Delivery of frontline health and social care and blue light
services are not at risk due to number of individuals selfisolating.
Local authority enforcement of business compliance remains
low.
Minimal introduction of infection into closed settings or
schools.
Genomics provides no intelligence that a variant of interest or
concern has been identified.

• Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate

• The uptake of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85%

•

•

•

•

•

•
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WALES

Moderate

for priority groups 1-9 and there is no evidence of waning
immunity.
• The 7-day rolling incidence of infection continues to rise. All
new infections are being responded to and evidence from
TTP shows that while the majority of infections are still
occurring in the younger mobile population the incidence of
infection in those 60 years and over has started to increase.
• Hospital admissions are increasing albeit from a low base but
the percentage of community cases requiring hospital
admission remains low.
• Deaths remain low.
• There is increasing introduction of infections in care homes
(often single staff members) and schools suggestive of
significant transmission in the community.
• Levels of local authority enforcement increasing. Emerging
evidence that business non-compliance associated with
clusters of infections.
Genomics provides no intelligence that a variant of interest or
concern has been identified.

and have a test, responding appropriately to the result.
Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being
undertaken as per guidance.
In addition to responding to all new infections
backward tracing is continuing and may provide
evidence that the chains of transmission from known
risks are seeding infection in the wider community.
At this stage consideration will be given to identified
risks (e.g. wet pubs/clubs) for acquisition of infection
which will influence the introduction of further local
actions and communications.
Local authority enforcement powers being used
effectively to assure compliance with restriction
regulations and in response to clusters.
Proactive engagement locally with specific business
sectors where there is emerging evidence of ongoing
risk.
Evidence from TTP may suggest that no one sector is
driving transmission but there is poor understanding of
the personal behaviours that can reduce risk of both
acquisition of infection and the potential risk to others.
The IMT will consider how best to engage with the
community and support them in understanding their
personal risk and risk to the wider population.
Action is ongoing locally to support uptake of the
vaccine in those who were not receptive to receiving it
on first offer.

• The uptake of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85%

OneSchool Global

•

•

•

•

•

•

and have a test, responding appropriately to the result.
Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being
undertaken as per guidance.
Increasingly actions are focussed on minimising the risk
to vulnerable communities and targeting larger clusters
to minimise harm.
There is increasing reliance on mutual aid in order to, as
a minimum, promote the isolation message and identify
contacts. Backward tracing is undertaken only in
exceptional circumstances.
A local enhanced testing strategy has been
implemented to support ease of access to testing and
identification of infection in both symptomatic and
asymptomatic individuals.
In-depth epidemiological review will be undertaken
together with an assessment as to whether or not there
is a need to reintroduce NPIs above those that are
voluntary (social distancing, mask wearing in high risk
situations, frequent hand washing, meeting outdoors
where possible etc.)
Should the community’s voluntary response as defined
be insufficient to address the rising incidence,
application should be made to Welsh Government for
further local powers to be made available.
In supporting the vulnerable, the IMT will work with
closed settings to ensure that they are fully engaged
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WALES

High

for priority groups 1-9, increasing incidence of infection in the
vaccinated population may indicate evidence of waning
immunity.
• Not all new infections are being investigated. Resources are
targeting clusters and incidents in high-risk settings (e.g. care
homes). There is widespread transmission in the community
as evidenced by a number of small household and social
clusters in open and closed workplaces.
• Incidence rates in the over 60s is increasing and the
percentage of community cases requiring hospital admission
has increased
• Deaths are increasing.
• There is significant impact on frontline services due to the
number of staff self-isolating.
• Hospital admissions are increasing and the impact on health
and social care is felt by the number of care homes in the
‘red’, delaying discharge of the elderly and causing
bottlenecks in the NHS.
• There is significant impact on frontline health and social care
and blue light services due to the number of staff selfisolating.
• Increasing evidence that business non-compliance is
associated with clusters of infection.
Genomics provides no intelligence that a new variant of interest
of concern is a driver for the rising incidence of infection.

• Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate

•

•

•

• The uptake of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85%

•
•

•

•
•

OneSchool Global

•

•

•

•

Operating During Coronavirus (COVID-19) Risk Assessment V.5

18 | P a g e

WALES

Very High

for priority groups 1-9, increasing incidence of infection in the
vaccinated population may indicate evidence of waning
immunity.
The 7-day rolling incidence is increasing in all age groups.
There is exponential growth of cases with widespread
introductions into closed settings. TTP prioritising the most
vulnerable, backward tracing of cases is no longer feasible.
Epidemiological review shows random spread of the virus
across the area without either a comprehensive
understanding of what is driving transmission or evidence
that the national and local interventions are no longer proving
effective.
Joint Enforcement Teams are overwhelmed.
Deaths are continuing to increase.

•

with and delivering the agreed testing policy to
minimise introduction of infection.
The IMT will consider and support the role of daily
testing for staff in frontline services as an enabler to
return to work and maintain critical services.
Enforcement officers are routinely finding that sectors
commonly associated with non-compliance are the
vectors for spread of infection. Interventions are
targeted at these sectors.
Action is ongoing locally to support uptake of the
vaccine in those who were not receptive to receiving it
on first offer.
Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate
and have a test, responding appropriately to the result.
Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being
undertaken as per guidance.
There is an understanding at the IMT that community
transmission is occurring at such a pace that only
measures that will significantly reduce person to person
contact will break chains of transmission.
Enhanced communication, testing and vaccination is in
place including testing as an enabler to maintain front
line health and social care and blue light services.
A review of the NPIs and actions to date suggests that
there is nothing more that can be done with local
powers that will reduce person to person spread.
Emerging evidence from IMTs that the Restriction
Regulations requirements are insufficient.

• There is significant impact on frontline services due to the

number of staff self-isolating.

• Education is severely impacted by cases and clusters.
• Health and social care is under pressure.

Genomics provides no intelligence that a new variant of interest
or concern is a driver for the rising incidence of infection.

• The IMT may request specific interventions are

introduced to support their requirement of limiting
person to person contact.
• Representation will be made to Welsh Government
recommending further mitigating actions. Welsh
Government will consider whether mitigating actions
are appropriate for the local authority or health board.
In considering the request Welsh Government will take
into account a range of intelligence including the
prevalence of infection across Wales, the impact that
COVID-19 is having on the health and social care
system, the contribution that vaccines are making in
weakening the link between infection and mortality and
morbidity in order to determine whether a local,
regional or national approach is appropriate.

SELF-ISOLATION & TESTING

You can leave self-isolation after 7 full days (on day 8 of your self-isolation period). You should take a lateral flow test (LFT) on day 6 of your selfisolation period and another lateral flow test 24 hours later. This is to check if you remain infectious and could pass COVID-19 on to others.
You should not take a LFT before the sixth day of your self-isolation period because the risks of remaining infectious and the chances of passing
it on to others before this period is significantly higher.

OneSchool Global

Operating During Coronavirus (COVID-19) Risk Assessment V.5

19 | P a g e

WALES

If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should self-isolate and take a PCR test as soon as possible. If you have tested positive for COVID-19
you must self-isolate and follow the guidance below.

If you are a close contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, you should follow this guidance. If you are not fully vaccinated, you
are legally required to self-isolate as a close contact for 10 days.
If you have symptoms of COVID-19
If you have any new symptoms of COVID-19, you should self-isolate and book a PCR test as soon as possible. This applies even if you
have mild symptoms or if you have tested positive before.
The main symptoms of COVID-19 are:
•
•
•

a high temperature
a continuous cough
loss or change of taste or smell

You should continue to isolate until you get the result of the test. If you have had a positive lateral flow test, you should isolate and book
a PCR test as soon as possible.
If your test result is positive
If the result is positive, you must self-isolate from the day your symptoms started and for at least 7 full days. If you test positive, your selfisolation period includes the day your symptoms started (or the day you had the test, if you do not have symptoms) and the next 7 full
days. If you get symptoms while you're self-isolating, the 7 days restarts from the day after your symptoms started.
The NHS Wales Test, Trace, Protect service will contact you to give you advice on self-isolation. They will need to find out who you have
been in close contact with recently. Read more information about contact tracing.
You can leave self-isolation after 7 full days (on day 8 of your self-isolation period). On day 6 of your self-isolation period, you should take
a LFT and another test 24 hours later.
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This is to check if you remain infectious and therefore could pass COVID-19 on to others. You should not take an LFT before the sixth day
of your self-isolation period because the risks of remaining infectious and the chances of passing the virus on to others before this period
is significantly higher.
If both your LFT test results are negative, it is likely that you were not infectious at the time the tests were taken. However, to further
reduce the chance of passing COVID-19 on to others, if you leave self-isolation after 7 full days you are strongly advised to:
•
•
•
•

not visit vulnerable people such as those in care homes or hospitals and disclose your status if it is absolutely necessary to attend
such places
try and minimise contact with others and avoid crowded settings particularly indoor settings
work from home if you are not already doing so
pay extra attention to hand washing and wearing a face covering

You should follow this advice until 10 full days from when your self-isolation period started.
When should I remain in self-isolation?
If either of the LFTs taken on day 6 or day 7 is positive, you should remain in self-isolation until 2 negative LFTs or day 10 whichever is
sooner. A positive result indicates that you are likely to still be infectious and the risk of you passing on coronavirus to others is high. If the
result of the LFT test you take on day 6 is positive, wait 24 hours before you take the next test.
If you still have a high temperature after 7 full days, even if the LFT is negative, you should continue to self-isolate until your temperature
has returned to normal.
You do not need to continue self-isolating for more than 7 days if you only have a cough or loss of sense of smell or taste. These symptoms
can last for several weeks following a COVID-19 infection.
There is additional guidance for those working in health and social care and special educational provision.
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CHANGES TO SELF-ISOLATION ARRANGEMENTS FOR THOSE IDENTIFIED AS CONTACTS OF A POSITIVE CASE
Arrangements on self-isolation have changed.
All over 18s who are fully vaccinated (having received two full doses of an approved vaccine) and children aged 5 to 17 are now asked to take
lateral flow tests (LFTs) every day for 7 days if they are identified as a contact of a positive COVID-19 case.
This is known as ‘Daily Contact Testing’. Please note that contacts of a positive case are unlikely to equate to an entire class/group (see below
for further information on the latest on contact tracing).
•

Welsh Government recommends that those undertaking Daily Contact Testing take their test before they arrive at school each day. These
individuals do not need to self-isolate for that day unless they have a positive lateral flow test or develop symptoms. In either of these cases,
they should book a PCR test as soon as possible.
Unvaccinated adults identified as a contact of a positive COVID-19 case must isolate for 10 days.
Welsh Government position on children under 5 years old remains unchanged - they are not required to self-isolate or test as contacts.

CONTACT TRACING
Anyone identified as a contact, who is fully vaccinated or aged 5 to 17 can access daily contact testing instead of self-isolation, regardless of
whether they are a household or close contact.
•

•

Primary schools will shortly be receiving an initial supply of LFDs – initially via their local authority and then directly to schools. These tests
are being made available to ensure that parents who are unable to access tests via other routes are able to access LFDs if their child is
identified as a contact. Your local authority will be in touch shortly to explain how LFT kits for 5–11-year-olds will be made available.
Primary schools will be able to order further supplies of test kits in due course for learners aged 5-11 using the same method as currently
used for staff members.
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Primary and secondary staff and secondary age learners are advised to undertake LFD testing three times a week at present on a
Monday, Wednesday and Friday using LFTs and record their results – this should continue, and results of testing’s should also be
shared with the campuses via the OSG Asymptomatic Test Results Form
Where a member of staff becomes aware that they are a contact of a positive case via any means then they should undertake LFD testing
for 7 days and then revert to testing 3 times a week as advised for education staff.
Staff working with those learners who are at higher clinical risk or clinically vulnerable have been advised to test daily in line with social
care. Further information is available.
Warn and Inform letter templates have been updated to reflect the latest advice.
As the arrangements on self-isolation have now changed, please ensure you make use of these revised versions.
If there is one isolated confirmed case of Covid-19 in a class in any school, this is not evidence of transmission within a class, particularly
when community transmission is very high. When a single case is identified, primary and special schools should issue an inform letter.
Secondary schools do not need to do this as they operate on a different basis including learners being encouraged to undertake LFD
tests three times a week - inform letters are therefore not considered necessary.
If there are two or more cases within 7 days in a class, the approach for primary and special schools would be that the school issues a
warn and inform letter stating that there are two or more cases in a class and advising parents/carers that it would be prudent for the
class to undertake LFD tests for 7 days to try and prevent coronavirus spreading more widely in the school.
If you have already issued a warn and inform letter during the past 7 days, we do not advise issuing a further warn and inform letter to
the same group of parents and should instead continue to monitor the situation.
It is acknowledged that for some learners it may not be possible to undertake daily testing i.e., those with special educational needs. Given
secondary schools operate on a different basis and that learners are encouraged to undertake LFD tests three times a week it is not
considered necessary to move to 7-day testing in secondary schools. However, if a learner or member of staff becomes aware that they
are a close contact of a positive case via TTP or by other means they should test daily for 7 days before reverting to three times a week.
In addition, many secondary learners have been vaccinated and are generally more likely to be able to identify and provide details of their
close contacts for use by TTP.
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•

Despite the above advice and arrangements to notify and work with TTP, we OneSchool Global UK, due to noted issues with the
identification of the close contacts in our schools, took the stance to carry the identification witing the campuses, therefore we
continue to stress that close contacts are identified by OSG campuses and notified to the TTP / LA when required and as necessary.
LFT TESTING

For primary schools
Initial supplies of LFD kits are being made available to you via your local authority to support the new arrangements for learners identified as
contacts of a positive case (see below). Work is underway to enable you to order supplies for direct delivery to your school in the near future.
Welsh Government / Local Authorities will inform you when these arrangements have been put in place.
Do you have sufficient supplies of LFDs for staff to support routine testing arrangements?
Please ensure you submit orders online before the weekly cut off point (Tuesdays at 5pm). For secondary and special schools.
Do you have sufficient supplies of LFDs for staff and learners to support routine testing arrangements?
Please ensure you submit orders online before the weekly cut off point (Tuesdays at 5pm).
Test results should also be reported to the NHS, and also shared with the OSG campus via the OSG UK Asymptomatic Lateral Flow Testing
Reporting Smartsheet, where any positive cases will be automatically flagged out to the attention of the Campus Principal, so appropriate action
can be taken immediately.
PCR TESTING
In line with the Cabinet Statement from Eluned Morgan MS Minister for Health and Social Services on the 5th Jan 2022.
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Wales Covid-19 testing capacity has increased significantly in NHS Wales laboratories and as part of a UK testing programme which is the
biggest in Europe with almost 400 million PCR tests carried out since the start of the pandemic.
As the omicron wave sweeps across the country demand for PCR testing has reached unprecedented levels across the UK. This has resulted in
the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) constraining bookings at times to avoid exceeding the UK programme laboratory capacity and
compromising turnaround times for results.
Therefore, the MS Minister for Health and Social Services, has agreed some immediate changes to the PCR testing system that will help reduce
pressure and help increase access for those who have symptoms and need to book a test.
The first change will mean that:
•

People who are un-vaccinated contacts of positive cases and are self-isolating for 10 days should now take a lateral flow test on
day two and day eight instead of a PCR test. This will help to increase PCR testing capacity. This change will come into effect
immediately.
Secondly, together with the other UK nations the Welsh Government has agreed that if a person showing no symptoms has a positive lateral
flow test they will no longer be advised to have a follow-up PCR test to confirm the result, unless they are in a clinically vulnerable group,
which may need early access to treatment or have been advised to do so as part of a research or surveillance programme.
As the prevalence of coronavirus is above 1%, the risk of false positives from lateral flow devices decreases.
This means there is less value in having a follow-up PCR test to confirm the result. At higher prevalence levels, data suggests that lateral flow
tests and PCRs have a similar positive predictive value.
This change will come into effect from 6th of January 2022 and the Welsh Government estimates it will reduce the demand for PCR tests by
between 5% and 15%.
Without a follow up PCR tests, it is even more important for people to report the result of every lateral flow test they do and self-isolate as
soon as they test positive. Without reporting, contact tracing will not be possible, nor will advise and support be provided by the system.
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We need everyone to continue to play their part in disrupting the transmission of Covid-19 by reporting their lateral flow test results on the gov.uk
website, by calling 119 and to the OSG UK Campus, as part of OSG UK COVID-19 Procedure.
Positive results from lateral flow tests already flow into the Wales contact tracing system to speed up the contact and support required to help
all those who need to self-isolate.
FACE COVERINGS
Welsh guidance regarding the use of face coverings has changed temporarily as a precautionary step while the specialists learn more about the
Omicron variant of concern.
The following measures should be in place in all schools regardless of risk level.
•

Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be
maintained.

•

Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners in all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot
be maintained.

•

Face coverings to be worn by all learners on school transport.

•

There will be some learners and staff who are exempt from wearing face coverings, we do not expect this to change that position as the
wellbeing of individuals is critical to any considerations around whether staff or learners should wear face coverings.
HAND WASHING, ENHANCED CLEANING & VENTILATION

•

Regular handwashing, and respiratory etiquette (Catch it, Bin it, Kill it) are key interventions to prevent spread and manage cases,
incidents & outbreaks.
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•

Maintain appropriate levels of cleaning in line with other communicable diseases. There will, however, no longer be a need for schools to
set aside specific days for deep cleaning. However, if there is a confirmed cluster associated with one class in the school a deep clean of
the immediate area will continue to be helpful in reducing transmission.

•

Adequate ventilation by opening windows or adjusting ventilation systems are also important. Further guidance is available. Carbon
dioxide monitors can be used to monitor the effectiveness of the ventilation and CO2 in school areas. Guidance on ‘how to use’ guide for
these devices as an aid to managing ventilation in education settings is available.
LOCAL COVID-19 ESCALATION AND DE-ESCALATION TOOLKIT FOR SCHOOLS

This toolkit is for schools, and should be read in conjunction with the 'Local COVID-19 Infection Control Decision Framework for Schools'
and 'Children and young people with higher clinical risk and clinically extremely vulnerable adults: guidance for education settings'.
Schools will already have systems in place to regularly review their risk assessments and the interventions in place to address those risks. This
toolkit aims to help schools to decide when to consider introducing different interventions. It supports schools to take early action to address
changing circumstances, and suggests how current interventions should be reviewed, refined and amended to continue reflecting the latest
situation with regards to COVID-19.
Further information – Click Here!
Local COVID-19 escalation and de-escalation toolkit for schools: flowchart, file type: PDF, file size: 150 KB

REASONABLE MEASURES ACTION CARD FOR SCHOOLS
This action card provides advice on measures that are likely to be reasonable to take to minimise the risk of coronavirus in schools.
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It should be used in conjunction with current Welsh Government regulations and other (more general) guidance.
Further information – Click Here!

COVID-19 CONTINGENCY PLAN & OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT PLAN
OSG UK has in place suitable arrangements to support it campuses and has also in place robust contingency plans to assist campuses during
more difficult moments such as COVID outbreak (COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan). The document outlines what you would do if students
or staff test positive for COVID19, and how you would operate if you were advised to take extra measures to help break chains of transmission.
Further info and support is available from the NSO.
However, there are some measures that you must adopt and follow in order to reduce the risk of a COVID-19 outbreak in your school campus.
•
•
•
•
•

•

Ensure good hygiene for everyone – ensure that your campus has in place sufficient well stocked sanitisation stations, accessible for
students, staff and visitors.
Signage – to remind students, staff and visitors of good hand hygiene, wear face coverings, etc.
Hand hygiene - Frequent and thorough hand cleaning practice throughout the campus.
Respiratory hygiene - The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important. The e-Bug COVID-19 website contains free
resources for you, including materials to encourage good hand and respiratory hygiene.
Use of personal protective equipment (PPE) - Most staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their
work. The guidance on the use of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings provides more information on the use of
PPE for COVID-19.
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated - When your campus is in operation, it is important to ensure it is well ventilated and that a
comfortable teaching environment is maintained. You should identify any poorly ventilated spaces as part of your risk assessment and
take steps to improve fresh air flow in these areas, giving particular consideration when holding events where visitors such as parents are
on site, for example, school plays.
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You should balance the need for increased ventilation while maintaining a comfortable temperature. The Health and Safety Executive
guidance on air conditioning and ventilation during the COVID-19 pandemic and CIBSE COVID-19 advice provides more information.

OneSchool Global

Operating During Coronavirus (COVID-19) Risk Assessment V.5

29 | P a g e

SCOTLAND - COVID-19 – Update (Summarised Version of School operations Guidance)
Issued: 7th of January 2022

SCOTLAND

This version of the guidance supersedes those in place during the 2021/22 academic year to date and reflects the change in the balance of risks
following the emergence of the Omicron variant. It sets out that local authorities and schools should continue to apply the mitigations that are
currently in place, as well as reintroducing some measures that had previously been relaxed.
All children, young people and staff should continue to implement and strictly observe these mitigations.
This guidance was updated on 5th of January 2022 to reflect further changes to self-isolation policy that will take effect from 6th of January
2022.
Schools should implement these changes as soon as is practicable from the start of the January term in line with local circumstances. In addition,
as advised by the subgroup, attention should be paid to maximum compliance with all current measures (such as appropriate physical distancing,
one-way systems, asymptomatic testing, and the correct use of face-coverings) to help to reduce transmission.
The table below summarises the current approach for key mitigations:
Mitigation

Status

Risk assessment

Retain

Encouragement of vaccination

Retain (note updated eligibility following JCVI advice)
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Retain
Retain
Retain
Retain
Retain
Retain
Retain
Retain
Retain
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Environmental cleaning
Hand and respiratory hygiene
PPE in specific circumstances
Face coverings in communal areas
Face coverings in secondary classrooms
Physical distancing for adults
One-way systems
Staggered drop-off and pick-up
Staggered start and stop times/ break and lunch times
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Restrictions on assemblies
Support for people in the highest risk groups
Support for pregnant staff
2x weekly at-home asymptomatic testing
Outbreak management
Self-isolation, contact tracing and testing for adults 18+
Self-isolation, contact tracing and testing for U18s
Minimise contacts
Ventilation
Restrictions on school visitors
Restrictions on Drama, Music, PE, and Dance
School Transport
Limits on school trips
Readiness and assurance

Retain
Retain
Retain
Retain
Retain
Update in line with latest advice
Update in line with latest advice
Proportionate reintroduction
Strengthen
Proportionate reintroduction
Not required
Retain
Proportionate reintroduction
Retain

In the event of a significant outbreak, schools may be expected and supported by their local health protection teams (HPTs) to introduce further
mitigations (as HPT advise) for a temporary basis and while that outbreak is managed. Where that is the case, local HPTs will support schools
in that process and help ensure that any temporary mitigations are necessary, sufficient, and proportionate dependent upon local circumstances.

Mitigations will continue to be kept under constant review, and if data and evidence suggest that the approach to any specific mitigations should
be updated then advice will be provided to that effect.
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SCOTLAND

Annex A (starts pg. 28) sets out detailed guidance on the application of mitigations and other safety measures. It has been updated to take
account of evolving knowledge and experience of dealing with the pandemic, and to remove out-of-date material. Otherwise, this material
remains largely in line with previous versions of the Reducing Risks guidance and schools and local authorities will be familiar with much of the
content.

MINIMISE CONTACTS / GROUPINGS
Minimising contacts through the use of groupings should be reintroduced in indoor spaces where practicable. This provides benefits due to
reducing possible vectors of transmission.
The size of such groupings might differ depending upon local circumstances and the need to minimise education disruption – for example a
grouping might refer to a whole class in primary school, and a whole year group or the senior phase in secondary school. In line with the
subsidiarity principle, headteachers / LAs are empowered to make decisions about the best approach for their individual school or setting.
As part of a strengthened approach to minimising contacts, schools should continue to avoid assemblies and other types of large group
gatherings. Where it is necessary to bring groups together, alternative mitigating actions should be put in place, such as physical distancing,
ventilation, face coverings, meeting outside and limiting the time spent together.

SCHOOL VISITORS
In recognition of the positive impact on the wellbeing of children and young people, supply staff and other professional visitors can continue to
visit schools.
This includes visiting teachers, psychologists, nurses, social workers, youth workers, outdoor learning specialists, Higher Education Institution
(HEI) tutors, SQA staff and appointees (e.g., visiting assessors and visiting verifiers), Education Scotland staff (including HMIE) and those
providing therapeutic support.
Movements should continue to be limited to those that are necessary to support children and young people or the running of the school until
otherwise advised.
Such visitors should look to reduce the number of schools visited and to limit their contact time with children and young people.
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They should also take regular lateral flow tests when asymptomatic in line with the OSG UK Protocols for school visitors - Campus Visit Covid19 Safety Arrangements stored in the Return to School Portal.
Parents/carers may attend school premises where this is agreed with the school and is considered necessary to support children and young
people.
Where it is considered beneficial, parents/carers may also attend school premises for individual parental visits related to the wellbeing, progress
and behaviour of children.
All such visits should be risk assessed and agreed in advance by schools as being a necessary and proportionate measure.
It is imperative that all such visitors to schools should be agreed in advance and arrangements appropriately risk assessed.

VENTILATION AND HEATING
Previous guidance on ventilation continues to apply. Some updates for clarity have been added to the main ventilation and heating section in
Annex A (starts pg. 28).
In addition, the following strengthened guidance on CO2 monitoring should be followed.
It should be noted that large volume or low occupancy spaces, for example games halls, may require alternative assessments, as CO2 may not
be a useful indicator of good ventilation in certain circumstances. See: https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/airconditioning-andventilation/identifying-poorly-ventilated-areas.htm
Local authorities and the Scottish Government will continue to work in partnership together to consider the knowledge acquired as a result of
these assessments over the winter period, including in respect of areas of the school estate with priority ventilation issues and the deployment
of effective strategies to achieve temperature/ventilation balance, user comfort, etc.
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Local authorities and other providers should ensure the information they gather as a result of these assessments is used to inform actions to
improve ventilation in schools where required, in line with the previous detailed guidance at Annex A (starts pg. 28). This may include, for example:
•
•

Remedial works where appropriate (e.g. accelerated maintenance to remedy windows that will not open or faulty ventilation systems).
Providing further guidance to users (e.g. on regular opening of windows and balancing temperature and ventilation, etc.). During the
winter months, there should be a particular focus on supporting staff to make judgements around the extent to which windows and doors
need to be opened, in order to help them achieve user comfort.
Through this continued partnership working we are already considering longer-term actions to improve ventilation in the school and ELC estate
and are working with local authorities and other stakeholders to develop a plan to most effectively gather and share data and user feedback.
This will be used to:
• Support school/ELC operation during the remainder of the 2021/2022 year.
• Inform COVID guidance updates.
• Help future planning towards achieving a legacy of the healthiest learning estate ever.
Further detail on commitments in respect of day care of children services are set out in separate ELC guidance, with specific arrangements in
place to support the PVI sector.

ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING PROGRAMME (MINOR UPDATE JAN 2022)
It is vitally important that schools and local authorities continue to promote twice-weekly at-home LFD testing actively to their staff and secondary
pupils, and that participants are encouraged to record their results, whether positive, negative or void.
Test results should be reported to the NHS inform, and also shared with the OSG campus via the OSG UK Asymptomatic Lateral Flow Testing
Reporting Smartsheet, where any positive cases will be automatically flagged out to the attention of the Campus Principal, so appropriate action
can be taken immediately.
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Supported by local authority testing leads, schools should make every effort to try and improve uptake and reporting of asymptomatic testing by
staff and secondary pupils.
Some additional improvements have been made to processes under the testing programme, to ensure that schools can now hand out test kits
more proactively to staff and students, and focus efforts on encouraging greater uptake and reporting. These involve:
•
•

Reductions in the requirements for schools around keeping test kit logs, which should reduce burdens for school staff; and
A move away from the need for written agreement to participate, with acceptance of test kits and completion of the tests at home taken
as implied agreement to participate. This brings the programme into line with other testing pathways.
Full guidance on how to implement these new processes has been provided to local authority testing leads for onward communication to schools
and is also available directly to schools via the document sharing platform that supports the programme.
Schools should make every effort to distribute test kits proactively and regularly to staff and secondary pupils in line with the updated guidance
for the programme, and encourage participants to test and report results regularly, including over holiday periods and in advance of return.
Schools should also build into their messaging wider societal guidance on testing every time before staff or secondary pupils mix socially with
other households.
Proactive distribution of test kits to staff and secondary pupils will be particularly important to support the most recent updates to self-isolation
guidance, which involve greater use of LFD test kits for index cases and close contacts.
Schools should ensure they order and distribute sufficient kits to support staff and secondary pupils to undertake both regular testing and testing
when identified as high-risk close contacts (see the updated self-isolation section later in this guidance).
Primary schools are requested to make parents/carers aware of the universal testing offer, for use particularly in the event that their primary
school-aged children are identified as high-risk close contacts.
Schools are able to order new, nasal-only test kits to address previous feedback from some participants about the discomfort of throat swabbing,
regardless of whether all stocks of previous test kits have been used up.

OneSchool Global

Operating During Coronavirus (COVID-19) Risk Assessment V.5

35 | P a g e

The new types of test kit only take around 15-20 minutes for results to be returned, reducing the amount of time involved in testing.
The UK Government have also updated their online reporting portal so that household accounts can be created. This allows parents to record
results for more than one child without having to re-enter data multiple times.
Reporting online now takes only a few minutes if participants use their phones.
A range of guidance and communications toolkits has previously been made available to local authorities and schools via the programme, and
these should continue to be used to support efforts to promote uptake and reporting. These include:
•

provision of a one-page good practice note (available at Annex D (Asymptomatic Testing – Encouraging Uptake and Recording – pg. 78)
and to schools via the testing programme document sharing portal).
• provision of a communications toolkit, designed in partnership with YoungScot, in both digital form and hard copy for secondary schools
(materials have been mailed direct to all secondary schools at the start of the summer term).
• template reminder letters to parents, asking that they encourage their children at secondary schools to test and report their results
regularly.
The testing programme will be kept under regular review and any updates communicated to local authorities and schools at the earliest
opportunity.
As part of this, the Scottish Government will work with stakeholders in the new term to consider whether there is a need for further enhancements
to the asymptomatic testing offer. These could include, for example, optional in school testing models where individual schools judge that
secondary pupils may need additional support to test and report effectively.
Asymptomatic testing is an additional measure and should not replace other mitigations. School staff and secondary pupils who opt to undertake
asymptomatic testing do not need to self-isolate while awaiting results, as long as no symptoms develop. Additionally, asymptomatic staff,
student teachers and learners who receive negative LFD test results must not regard themselves or behave as if they are free from infection.
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SELF-ISOLATION POLICY (INCLUDING CONTACT TRACING AND TESTING) - Updated approach to high-risk contacts (from 6th
of Jan 2022)
Based on the latest clinical evidence, revised self-isolation measures will apply to anyone who receives a positive test result or is asked to isolate
as a close contact of any SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) strain from Thursday 6th of January 2022.
Anyone who was asked to self-isolate or who received a positive test before this time should follow the guidance they received at the time
(including in relation to the CNI exemption scheme where applicable – see later in this guidance for further details).
Full guidance on updated self-isolation measures can be found on NHS Inform.

Coronavirus (COVID-19): Guidance for individuals with possible coronavirus infection:
It’s very important that you stay at home (self-isolate) if:
•
•
•
•

you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19)
you've had a positive lateral flow device (LFD) or polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test result.
you're over 18 years and 4 months and not fully vaccinated and someone you live with has coronavirus symptoms but has not yet been
tested or received their test result.
you’re a close contact of someone who has had a positive LFD or PCR test result and you are over 18 years and 4 months and not fully
vaccinated.
Household isolation, when advised, will help to control the spread of the virus.
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When and how long to self-isolate due to coronavirus
Self-isolation if you have coronavirus
If you have symptoms, you should self-isolate immediately and book a PCR test. If you test positive, you should self-isolate for 10 days from the
date your symptoms started.
Use the step-by-step NHS inform guide to find out if you need to self-isolate and for how long.
Have you had a positive test result for coronavirus in the last 10 days?

OneSchool Global

If your answer is No:
Do you have either:
• a high temperature or fever
• a new continuous cough
• a loss of, or change in sense of smell or taste
Please note: A new, continuous cough means coughing for longer than an
hour, or three or more coughing episodes in 24 hours.
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SCOTLAND

If your answer is Yes:
You must self-isolate for 10 days from the date your symptoms
started and book a test.
If you do not have symptoms, you should self-isolate for 10 days
from the date of your test. You may go on to develop symptoms
over the next few days, but you don't need a confirmatory PCR
test, unless advised by a clinician, and you don't need to re-start
your isolation period. If you develop any of the main symptoms
of coronavirus and you are concerned, or your symptoms are
worsening, phone 111 or speak to your GP. In an emergency
phone 999.
You may still have a cough or loss of, or change in, sense of smell
or taste for several weeks. People with symptoms are very

unlikely to infect others after the 10th day of illness. Once you
have completed your 10-day self-isolation, you can return to
work and your usual activities as long as you feel better and do
not have a high temperature. You must continue to follow
the Scottish Government’s coronavirus advice.

Ending self-isolation early
You may be able to end self-isolation early if you have 2 negative
LFD test results in a row from day 6 onwards, taken 24 hours
apart. For example, a negative LFD test result on day 6 and 7,
day 7 and 8, or day 8 and 9. You should report your LFD test
result after taking each test, regardless of the result. To be able
to end self-isolation, you should also make sure you:
•

do not have a high temperature

If you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual
Yes:
No:
You must self-isolate for 10 days from Are you a close contact?
the date your symptoms started
This means that you:
and book a test.
If your test result is positive, you should • have been advised by Test &
Protect that you are a close contact
complete
the
10-day
selfisolation. You may still have a cough or
loss of, or change in, sense of smell or live in a household with someone
taste for several weeks. You can return who has tested positive for
to work and your usual activities after coronavirus.
10 days if you haven’t had a high
temperature in 48 hours, without the
need for medication to control fever.
If your test result is negative, you can
end self-isolation.
Are you a close contact?
Yes:
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•

follow the guidance for staying safe when you've ended selfisolation
You should not take an LFD test before day 6 of your selfisolation period.
You should only end self-isolation after 2 negative LFD test
results in a row. After you have 2 negative test results in a row,
you should stop daily testing and restart testing twice a week,
and testing before you socialise or travel in Scotland.

Are you fully vaccinated?
Fully vaccinated means you've
received 3 doses of an approved
vaccine at least 14 days before you
last saw the person who tested
positive. If you live with the person
who tested positive, the 14 days is
counted from the day their symptoms
started, or 14 days before they tested
positive if they don't have symptoms.

If no one in your household has
symptoms, you do not need to selfisolate.
If you develop symptoms of
coronavirus, self-isolate and book a
test.`

This guidance applies regardless of age, vaccination status or
previous infection.
If you continue to test positive on LFD tests or choose not to take
LFD tests to end self-isolation early, you can return to work and
your usual activities on the 11th day after your symptoms
started, as long as you feel better and do not have a high
temperature.
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Are you fully vaccinated?
If your answer is ‘Yes’ or ‘I cannot be
vaccinated for medical reasons’ the
advice is as follows:
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If you're told to self-isolate by Test and Protect you may be
eligible for a £500 Self-Isolation Support Grant. If you have
tested positive on a LFD test, you need a confirmatory positive
PCR test result to apply for the grant.
Book a PCR test

You can take daily LFD tests instead of
self-isolating. The daily LFD tests
should be taken for 7 days in a row or
until the end of your 10-day selfisolation period, whichever is soonest.

Are you aged under 18 years and 4
months?

If you develop the main symptoms of
coronavirus you should immediately
self-isolate and book a PCR test. If this
is negative, continue to take daily LFD
tests for 7 days or the duration of your
self-isolation period, whichever is
soonest. If this is positive, then you
need to self-isolate for 10 days from
when your symptoms started. You
may be able to end self-isolation early.
If any of your LFD tests are positive,
you should self-isolate for 10 days
from the date of your positive test
result. You do not need to book a
follow-up PCR test to confirm your
positive LFD result.

Are you aged under 18 years and 4 months?
Yes:
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Close contacts aged under 18 years
and 4 months can take daily LFD tests
instead of self-isolating. The daily LFD
tests should be taken for 7 days in a
row or until the end of your 10-day
self-isolation period, whichever is
soonest.
If you develop the main symptoms of
coronavirus you should immediately
self-isolate and book a PCR test. If this
is negative, continue to take daily LFD
tests for 7 days or the duration of your
self-isolation period, whichever is
soonest. If this is positive, then you
need to self-isolate for 10 days from
when your symptoms started. You
may be able to end self-isolation early.
If any of your LFD tests are positive,
you should self-isolate for 10 days
from the date of your positive test
result. You do not need to book a
follow-up PCR test to confirm your
positive LFD result.

You should self-isolate for 10 days
and book a PCR test. Even if your
test result is negative, you should
complete the 10-day self-isolation.
If you've had a positive PCR test
result in the last 90 days, you do not
need to book another PCR test
unless you develop new symptoms.

'Low risk' contacts aged under 18
years and 4 months
You may receive a notification to tell
you that you or your child is a ‘low risk’
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contact. Notifications are usually sent
by schools or nurseries to children who
have shared a classroom with
someone who has tested positive.
Low risk contacts do not need to selfisolate, book a PCR test or take daily
LFD tests. They should follow the
advice in the notification to take extra
precautions, including regular LFD
testing.
Children under 5
Children under 5 who are close
contacts do not need to self-isolate or
take daily LFD tests but are
recommended to take a test.
If the child under 5 has symptoms or
develops symptoms then they should
take a PCR test.

Positive Cases (regardless of vaccination status)
•

must isolate for 10 days. However, if the person tests negative on day 6 and day 7 LFD tests (taken at least 24 hours apart, with the first
test no earlier than day 6) they may leave isolation if they have no fever after their day 7 test.
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SCOTLAND

REVISED REQUIREMENTS IN SUMMARY:

Fully Vaccinated Adult Contacts
(NB: definition of “fully vaccinated adult” is now 3 doses of an MHRA-approved vaccine) AND all contacts who are aged under 18 years
and 4 months
•
•
•

take 7 daily LFD tests and report negative results instead of isolating – no requirement for a PCR test to be released from self-isolation.
children aged under 5 who are close contacts do not need to self-isolate or take daily LFD tests but are recommended to take a one-off LFD
test before ending isolation.
If you’re a close contact who can end self-isolation, you can help protect others by following our guidance on how to stay safe and help
prevent the spread.

OneSchool Global UK strongly recommends that everyone that is eligible should be vaccinated for their own protection and out of respect for the
health and wellbeing of their colleagues and students.

Unvaccinated/Partially Vaccinated Adult Contacts
(NB: this includes adults with only 0-2 doses)
must take a PCR test and isolate for 10 days.
Fully vaccinated individuals who have tested positive for SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) within 90 days should still participate in appropriate daily
LFD testing in line with NHS guidance when they are identified as contacts. Individuals who have tested positive within 90 days should also
continue to participate in routine asymptomatic LFD testing, including testing in schools.
•

If anyone aged 5 or over is identified as a contact but has been advised by a medical professional that they are unable to undertake LFD tests
for a medical reason or are unable to take LFD tests due to disability, this should be discussed with Test and Protect when they contact them.
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Self-isolation for people with symptoms or testing positive
Any adult or child who develops symptoms of COVID-19 (high temperature, new continuous cough or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste)
must self-isolate immediately in line with NHS Guidance and book a PCR test.
They must do so even if they have a negative LFD test.
People living in the same household, for example any siblings, may adopt the appropriate approach to self-isolation and/or daily testing while
the person with symptoms is awaiting the outcome of a PCR test result. Eligibility depends on vaccination status or age and is summarised later
in this guidance and at NHS Inform.
If someone has had a positive LFD test result with no symptoms, and then goes on to develop symptoms, they do not need a confirmatory PCR
test unless advised by a clinician. They do not need to re-start their isolation period. If they develop any of the main symptoms of coronavirus
and are concerned, or their symptoms are worsening, they should contact 111 or speak to their GP. In an emergency they should dial 999.
Otherwise, they should continue to follow the self-isolation advice for positive cases (summarised below).
Any asymptomatic adult or child who tests positive using a Lateral Flow Device (LFD) must self-isolate immediately for 10 days, subject to the
latest NHS guidance on LFD testing on days 6 and 7 (see summary below). There is no longer a requirement to book a PCR test to confirm the
result unless advised by a clinician, or unless the individual, parent/guardian or carer is planning on applying for the Self-Isolation Support Grant,
in which case a confirmatory positive PCR is required. People living in the same household, for example any siblings, must also follow the latest
NHS guidance on self-isolation and/or daily testing as close contacts.
Any adult or child who tests positive using PCR tests must isolate for 10 days, subject to the latest NHS guidance on LFD testing on days 6 and
7 (see summary below). People living in the same household, for example any siblings, must also follow the latest NHS guidance on self-isolation
and daily testing as close contacts.
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In summary, anyone testing positive on an LFD or PCR test must self-isolate for 10 days regardless of age or vaccination status. However, if the
person tests negative on day 6 and day 7 LFD tests (taken at least 24 hours apart, with the first test no earlier than day 6) they may leave
isolation if they have no fever after their day 7 test. Further detail on the approach to self-isolation and testing for those with symptoms, or those
who test positive, is available at NHS Inform.
REPORTING OF POSITIVE CASES TO SCHOOLS
Staff / Students / Volunteers) – should Share their PCR Result – using the new PCR Report form (campuses must share link with Parents and
encourage prompt reporting).
Positive cases will be automatically notified to the CP, RP and DP so appropriate action can be taken.
Staff must also notify the Line manager / HR of situation.
IDENTIFYING CONTACTS
Test and Protect will gather details of household and non-household contacts through an online form that is provided to positive cases
simultaneously when results are received and, dependent on the priority of the case, via a follow-up phone call.
When positive results are reported to schools by staff and parents/pupils, it can help support the process if they take the opportunity to
encourage those staff and parents to engage with the Test and Protect process and complete the online form as soon as possible.
If the positive case is aged over 18 and 4 months, they will be asked by Test and Protect, using the online form, to identify all contacts using
the same definition: Household members (children, partner, etc.) and any other adults who were within 2 metres of them for more than 15
minutes; who they saw more than once for shorter times that add up to 15 minutes; or who they were face to face with (within 1 metre) for any
amount of time.
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This includes people in their household, but could also, for example, include school colleagues they have worked closely with, or socialised or
shared a car with. All of these adults are classed as contacts and should be named on the online form. The naming of contacts is not
dependent on vaccination status or whether the contact was in the household or outside, but the isolation and testing requirement is.
Adult cases are not now asked to share with Test and Protect the details of anyone under the age of 18 (e.g., pupils from their classes),
unless they live in the same home, or they have stayed overnight in the same home.
This is because these non-household child and young person contacts are considered to be low risk based on a range of factors, including
vaccination rates, evidence about transmission from children and young people, and the low risk of direct health harms to children, particularly
when set against the significant harms that can result when otherwise healthy children and young people are asked to self-isolate and miss
school.
Those low-risk contacts (including staff, parents and pupils) will instead be identified and informed of the positive case through the information
letter process set out below, which schools should take forward as soon as they are informed of positive cases in either staff or pupils.
When a child or young person tests positive, the person contacted by Test and Protect and asked to fill in the online form will be the
person who requested the test e.g., the parent of a child, or a young person who has requested a test for themselves.
If the case is aged under 18, they are asked only to share the details of contacts who are at high risk of transmission. These include people
they live with or who have stayed overnight in their home. They are asked to share the details of the parent or guardian of anyone under
16 or in care that they do name.
Child and young person cases are asked not to share contacts from outside the home such as teachers, classroom contacts or friends unless
they have had unusually close or prolonged contact with them e.g., provision of close personal care or overnight stays. This is because these
non-household child and young person contacts are considered to be low risk, as set out above.
There is a risk that some pupils or parents may not be able to identify all adult school staff who are high risk contacts via the Test and
Protect process. To mitigate against this risk, schools are asked to take certain actions (set out below) to identify any additional high risk
staff contacts when the school is informed of a positive child case.
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All other low risk contacts of positive child cases (e.g., staff and pupils who have had “business as-usual” contacts in the same class as the
positive case) will be identified and informed through the information letter process set out below, which schools will take forward as soon as
they are informed of positive cases in either staff or pupils. This includes adults who may have been within 2m, etc. of children and young
people in schools, unless they are identified as high-risk contacts by Test and Protect or schools on the basis that they have had unusually
close or prolonged contact with the positive case (see below for more information on this, and for examples of unusually close or prolonged
contact).
OneSchool Global UK has noted issues in the past with the identification of the close contacts in our schools by the authorities, therefore
OSG UK continues to stress that close contacts are to be identified by OSG campuses and notified to the Local Health Teams/ Test and
Protect as and when necessary or required as part of the regional COVID rules.
To make the above process as effective as possible, Campus Principals should be informed of positive cases as soon as possible by parents,
staff, volunteers, and Visitors.
As soon as the Campus Principal is informed of a positive case, he/she must follow the OSG UK COVID-19 procedures available in the Return to
School Portal. The Campus Management Team must assess the situation and identify all close contacts. This process is in line with the COVID19 Management Flowchart for possible / confirmed case of COVID-19 in school. (Up to 4 cases in 10-day period).
PCR tests
There are a number of ways to get a PCR test:
•

Book a test at NHS Inform for your nearest COVID-19 test site. There are drive-through, walk-through, and mobile testing units across
Scotland which are open from 8-am until 8pm, 7 days a week. Small scale test sites have also been set up in Highland, Grampian and
Argyll & Bute to provide access to testing within local communities. A full list of sites can be found at Gov.Scot.

•

Order a home PCR test kit online, or by calling 119. A test will then be delivered to your home. To return you can either drop the test at
your nearest priority post box, or if you are unable to go out, you can also call 119 to book a courier collection from your home.
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If schools identify any relevant staff or pupils who may find it challenging to access a test site, to reduce the amount of time they may need to
wait for a home test kit to be delivered, they can order a limited stock of PCR test kits to provide in advance to those staff or pupils.
Under the latest self-isolation guidance, fully vaccinated adult close contacts, and those aged under 18 years and 4 months, will no longer be
required to take a PCR test but will instead be able to use LFD tests daily for 7 days.
Schools should ensure that they have sufficient stocks of LFD test kits to distribute regularly to staff and secondary pupils, for use in regular
testing and when identified as high-risk close contacts. Primary schools are encouraged to promote awareness of the universal testing offer to
parents/carers, for use in the event that their primary school-aged children are identified as high-risk close contacts.
PCR test kits can be ordered by schools using the same digital ordering system as is used for the schools LFD asymptomatic testing programme.
FACE COVERINGS
The Scottish Government regularly reviews the policy position on face coverings in light of emerging scientific evidence and advice. It remains
our judgement that face coverings provide adequate protection for use in the community and in most workplaces because they are worn in
addition to taking other measures, such as physical distancing, hand and respiratory hygiene, cleaning surfaces, ventilation and symptom
vigilance.
The current face covering guidance on the Scottish Government website recommends:
that face coverings are made of cloth or other textiles and should be two, and preferably three, layers thick and fit snugly around the
mouth, nose and chin while allowing you to breathe easily.
• that schools follow and endorse best practice on how to wash, store, wear and dispose of face coverings; and
• workplaces endorse and support staff to follow the best practice in the use of face coverings.
For the majority of staff in schools, medical grade masks or PPE are not required. Any decision to use medical grade masks or PPE in schools (or
any specific workplace settings) would need to be informed by an organisational risk assessment, undertaken with health and safety experts
and public health advisers.
•
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Unless otherwise stated, the approach to face coverings below should be applied across all primary and secondary school settings. However, as
noted earlier in this guidance, schools may opt to apply ELC models in the early stages of primary school (P1-2), in which case the relevant
guidance should be followed.
Anyone (whether child, young person or adult) wishing to wear a face covering in any part of the school should be permitted to do so. 132. Some
individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings. Further information on exemptions can be found in wider Scottish Government guidance.
Face coverings should be worn by adults wherever they cannot keep physical distance with other adults and/or children and young people.
Face coverings should also be worn in the following circumstances (except where an adult or child/young person is exempt from wearing a
covering):
•

at all times when adults in primary schools are moving around the school in corridors, office and admin areas, canteens (except when
dining) and other indoor communal areas, (including staff rooms and toilets);

•

at all times for all staff and learners in secondary schools (including special schools and independent and grant aided schools); and
Everyone must also wear face coverings on dedicated school transport.

Face coverings should be worn by parents and other visitors to all school sites (whether entering the building or otherwise), including parents at
drop-off and pick-up.
Further details on Face covering can be found on Annex A – pg. 49

PHYSICAL DISTANCING (updated August 2021)
Physical distancing between adults, and between adults and children and young people, should remain in place in the school estate.
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To ensure alignment with wider society and planned changes in ELC, this requirement has now been updated to physical distancing of at least
1m. As schools should already have 2m physical distancing arrangements that work well and do not limit capacity, it is expected that most
schools will wish to retain these 2m distancing arrangements for logistical reasons. It is therefore not anticipated there will be a logistical
requirement to make changes to physical distancing arrangements in the school environment.
Retaining 2 metres between adults in schools who do not yet meet the criteria for exemption from self-isolation will also help to reduce the risk
that they are identified as a contact.
As previously, there is no requirement for strict physical distancing between children and young people in schools, although maintaining
distancing between secondary school pupils is encouraged where possible.
Previous guidance on approaches to this can be found in Annex A (starts pg. 28).
ONE WAY SYSTEMS
To support physical distancing requirements, risk assessments should consider the ways in which busy corridors, entrances and exits could be
avoided, and could include one way and/or external circulation routes.
OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT PLAN
OSG UK has in place suitable arrangements to support it campuses and has also in place robust contingency plans to assist campuses during
more difficult moments such as COVID outbreak (COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan). The document outlines what you would do if students
or staff test positive for COVID19, and how you would operate if you were advised to take extra measures to help break chains of transmission.
Further info and support is available from the NSO.
However, there are some measures that you must adopt and follow in order to reduce the risk of a COVID-19 outbreak in your school campus.
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•

Ensure good hygiene for everyone – ensure that your campus has in place sufficient well stocked sanitisation stations, accessible for
students, staff and visitors.

•

Signage – to remind students, staff and visitors of good hand hygiene, wear face coverings, etc.

•

Hand hygiene - Frequent and thorough hand cleaning practice throughout the campus.

•

Respiratory hygiene - The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important. The e-Bug COVID-19 website contains free
resources for you, including materials to encourage good hand and respiratory hygiene.

•

Use of personal protective equipment (PPE) - Most staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their
work. The guidance on the use of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings provides more information on the use of
PPE for COVID-19.

•

Keep occupied spaces well ventilated - When your campus is in operation, it is important to ensure it is well ventilated and that a
comfortable teaching environment is maintained. You should identify any poorly ventilated spaces as part of your risk assessment and
take steps to improve fresh air flow in these areas, giving particular consideration when holding events where visitors such as parents are
on site, for example, school plays.

You should balance the need for increased ventilation while maintaining a comfortable temperature. The Health and Safety Executive guidance
on air conditioning and ventilation during the COVID-19 pandemic and CIBSE COVID-19 advice provides more information.

PEOPLE IN THE HIGHEST RISK GROUP (previously those on the shielding list)
(Updated December 2021 with minor edits)
This guidance applies to those who are at the highest clinical risk from coronavirus. Information on who is considered to be at highest risk is
available at https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/ along with advice and support for this group, including attending work and
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school. Everyone in this cohort will have received a letter from the Chief Medical Officer advising them that they are on the shielding list or the
highest risk list.
The Chief Medical Officer’s advice is that people at highest risk can continue to follow the same advice as the rest of the population in the context
of the baseline measures that remain in place. We do not know a lot about the new Omicron variant yet. However, what we do know with
certainty is that following the usual protective measures, including having vaccinations and boosters, will help to reduce its spread. We know
these measures are effective and we are continuing to encourage everyone to follow them to protect us all.
A recent study by the World Health Organization shows that the vaccination programme has saved more than 27,000 lives in Scotland. As the
number of people who have been vaccinated rises, everyone will benefit from greater protection, even the small number of people who cannot
be vaccinated for medical reasons.
Over 95% of people at highest risk are now fully vaccinated and 96% have received their first dose. Only a very small number of people cannot
receive the vaccine due to their condition or treatment. If anyone is unsure about their circumstances, they may speak with their clinician.
Otherwise, anyone on the highest risk list and their family members who haven’t had the vaccine are encouraged to do so as soon as possible.
In addition, around 83% of people on the Highest Risk List have received their third dose or booster vaccination. Vaccination figures are updated
on the COVID-19 Daily Dashboard | Tableau Public. Due to the new variant, it’s more important than ever that everyone who can has their
booster vaccination. People with a severely weakened immune system should continue to speak to their clinician to assess their risk.
The Chief Medical Officer’s advice to everyone on the list is that they can go into work if they cannot work from home and that they can use public
transport.
It is essential that everyone continues to follow the public health advice and protective measures set out in this guidance. Strict adherence to
mitigations is strongly encouraged for staff and pupils at highest risk.
Mitigations which remain in place for now are not just to give added protection to the population as a whole, but also to give protection and
assurance to those at highest clinical risk. It is important to protect each other through getting the vaccination, getting tested, and following the
remaining rules and guidance.
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Further details and info, is available in the Coronavirus - guidance on reducing the risks from COVID-19 in schools - 7 January 2022.

GUIDANCE ON SCHOOL VISITS AND TRIPS
Domestic school day and residential trips scheduled to take place up to the end of December can be completed, however; local authorities and
schools will wish to consider the risk assessment for any trip in detail and all additional mitigations that apply due to the update on guidance
relating to schools. Pre-visit testing for staff and pupils is strongly recommended.
In line with the wider updates to school safety guidance made on 17th of December 2021, any groupings should be maintained for the duration
of the trip.
Bookings for January 2022 onwards, including those involving overnight stays with no caps on numbers within each dorm/tent can be maintained
at the current time, but authorities, schools and venues should ensure that mitigations are in line with the updated in-school guidance.
Those organising school trips should ensure that adequate insurance is in place, including financial protection for possible cancellation.
The Scottish Government guidance on school will be updated in line with this Safety in Schools guidance and will continue to be kept under
review.

GUIDANCE FOR PREGNANT STAFF
(Updated in November 2021)
COVID-19 vaccines are recommended in pregnancy.
Vaccination is the best way to protect against the known risks of COVID-19 in pregnancy for both women and babies, including admission of
the woman to intensive care and premature birth of the baby. Further information can be found at: Combined info sheet and decision aid
20.07.2021 (rcog.org.uk)
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Schools and local authorities should continue to follow their duties and responsibilities under both the Management of Health and Safety at Work
Regulations 1999 and the Equality Act 2010. These include ensuring that appropriate individual risk assessments are in place to inform any
reasonable adjustments required to remove risk for pregnant women.
Schools and local authorities should follow the guidance set out by the Health and Safety Executive and in the most recent Royal College of
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists advice to keep the risk of exposure as low as is practically possible to pregnant women, particularly in the third
trimester.
In light of recent data showing that vaccination uptake amongst pregnant women is around 34% have and an increased number of unvaccinated
pregnant women with COVID in intensive care, the department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has revised and updated the guidance for
pregnant employees and their employers. The key changes to this Guidance and their potential impact are available in the Coronavirus - guidance
on reducing the risks from COVID-19 in schools - 7 January 2022.

VACCINATION
(Updated January 2022)
All schools should encourage staff who have not been fully vaccinated to seek vaccination as soon as possible, following the recommended gap
between doses.
Information on securing an appointment can be found at: Registering for a coronavirus vaccine | The coronavirus (COVID19) vaccine
(nhsinform.scot).
OneSchool Global UK strongly recommends that everyone that is eligible should be vaccinated for their own protection and out of respect for the
health and wellbeing of their colleagues and students.

Further details (inc. full guidance), is available in the Coronavirus - guidance on reducing the risks from COVID-19 in schools - 7 January 2022.
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NORTHERN IRELAND - COVID-19 – Update (Summarised Version of School operations Guidance)
Issued: 6th of January 2022

Following an increase in coronavirus (COVID-19) cases, additional restrictions have been introduced for people in Northern Ireland. These new
restrictions are in place to help reduce the spread of COVID-19. Continue to protect yourself and others by following public health advice.
The current regulations are available on the Department of Health website:
•

The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2021(external link opens in a new window / tab)

Everyone is legally required to comply with the regulations.
A summary of the new measures that have been introduced to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 Omicron variant can be viewed at:
•

Coronavirus (COVID-19): Omicron variant | nidirect

MAKE SAFER CHOICES
By making safer choices and following public health advice, you can help lower the spread of COVID-19 in the community.
Do your part to keep yourself and others healthy:
•
•
•
•

book a test and self-isolate for 10 days if you have COVID-19 symptoms
get a PCR test if you've been identified as a close contact and self-isolate if you haven't been fully vaccinated
wash your hands
wear a face-covering
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NORTHERN IRELAND

Some of the restrictions are law through regulation, while others are guidance.

keep your distance from others
limit your contacts - this includes the amount of social contact you have with other households
avoid large gatherings and busy places
• spend time outdoors rather than indoors
• don’t travel to or from places with higher COVID-19 infection rates
You can watch a short video animation to see how considering the three key factors of location, proximity and time can help you make safer
choices:
•
•
•

•

Making safer choices (external link opens in a new window / tab)

The Department of Education has published revised guidance setting out arrangements to help ensure that school is a safe place for children
and young people to continue their education.

CHILDREN AND COVID-19
Child-to-child and child-to-adult transmission of COVID-19 is not common, but parents and pupils need to remain vigilant and continue to follow
public health measures.
To make sure children and young people do not miss out on their education, it is important to be clear about how COVID-19 symptoms differ from
those of other infections that are usually seen circulating at this time of the year.
It is common for colds and similar viral infections to circulate. In many cases, children will be well enough to attend school and continue their
learning with little or no interruption to their education.
In other cases where they may have a heavy cold, they may need to take time off to recover. There is no need to contact your General Practitioner
or attend other health services unless you are concerned about your child or would normally to do for other health reasons.
They do not need tested for COVID-19 and do not need to self-isolate.
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IF A CHILD DEVELOPS COVID-19 SYMPTOMS
Everyone needs to remain vigilant for the symptoms of COVID-19 and understand what actions to take if someone develop symptoms either at
home or in the school campus.
If anyone develops COVID-19 symptoms while at the school campus, the following OSG UK procedures must be followed.
→ COVID-19 Management Flowchart (up to 5 cases or +10% whiting 10-day period)
→ COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan (Flowchart)
→ COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan
If the child or anyone in the household develops any of the following symptoms of COVID-19 they should stay home and arrange to get tested as
soon as possible:
•

a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually
have a cough, it may be worse than usual)

•

a high temperature/ fever – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature)

•

a loss of or change in sense of smell or taste

Further advice is provided in the leaflet below:
•

Advice if a child or anyone they live with develop COVID-19 symptoms

Details on how to book a test can be found on the following page:
•

Coronavirus (COVID-19): testing

OneSchool Global

Operating During Coronavirus (COVID-19) Risk Assessment V.5

58 | P a g e

CONTACT TRACING
Contact tracing in schools and other structured and supervised settings:
Information on how close contacts are identified and managed in schools and other structured and supervised settings is available on the Public
Health Agency website:
•

Contact tracing in schools and other structured and supervised settings - questions and answers

Information and guidance for close contacts is available on the following page:
•

Coronavirus (COVID-19): self-isolating and close contacts

However, we OneSchool Global UK, noted issues with the identification of the close contacts in our schools, therefore we continue to stress that
close contacts are to be identified by OSG campuses and notified to the Local Health Teams / Public Health Agency when necessary / required as
part of the COVID-19 requirements.

CLOSE CONTACT
If you are a close contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, self-isolation and testing requirements will depend on whether you’re
fully vaccinated, your age and where you work.
A close contact can be:
•

anyone who lives in the same household as someone with COVID-19 symptoms or who has tested positive for COVID-19

•

anyone who has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 with a PCR test:

or
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•

face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to-face conversation within one metre

•

been within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact

•

been within two metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off contact, or added up together over one day)

•

travelled in the same vehicle

•

travelled in the same plane

CLOSE CONTACTS OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL AND OTHER SUPERVISED SETTINGS
Further information on what children and young people who are not fully vaccinated should do if they are identified as a close contact
outside of school and other supervised settings is available at:
•

Coronavirus (COVID-19): self-isolating and close contacts

CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF FIVE WHO ARE CLOSE CONTACTS
It is no longer necessary for children under five years of age to take a PCR test – even if they have symptoms like a cough or temperature - unless
advised to do so by their doctor.
If they develop symptoms and are identified as a close contact of a positive case, parents are encouraged to carry out a lateral flow test.
If this is negative, daily lateral flow tests are not required, however if a child has been identified as a close contact and has symptoms there is an
increased risk that the child may have COVID-19.
If a lateral flow test result is positive the child has COVID and should isolate. There is no need to do a PCR test.
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If it is not possible to carry out any test because the child will not tolerate the swab, parents and carers should take a cautious approach and avoid
contact with vulnerable and older adults.
They should also stay at home until they do not have a temperature and are well enough to return to school or childcare.

SELF-ISOLATION
If you have symptoms of or have been diagnosed with COVID-19 you must self-isolate. If you are a close contact of someone who has tested
positive for COVID-19, follow the guidance on self-isolation and testing below.

WHO SHOULD SELF-ISOLATE AND FOR HOW LONG?
If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), however mild, you should begin self-isolating and book a PCR test. These are available for free.
You should continue to isolate until the result of the test is available.
If the PCR result is positive you should isolate for 10 days from the date the PCR test was taken or the date symptoms started, whichever is
sooner.
This means that if, for example, your symptoms started at any time on the 15th of the month (or if you did not have symptoms but your first
positive COVID-19 test was taken on the 15th), your isolation period ends at 11.59 pm on the 25th of the month.
If you have taken a lateral flow test (LFT) and the result is positive you should isolate for 10 days from the date the LFT test was taken. You no
longer need to book a PCR test.
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ENDING ISOLATION EARLY
You may be able to end your self-isolation period before the end of the 10 full days provided you have two negative lateral flow tests (LFT) taken
24 hours apart.
You can take the first LFT from day six of your isolation period. The second should be taken the following day at least 24 hours later.
If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative test
result.
The earliest you can end isolation is on day seven (providing the LFTs on day six and seven are both negative).
• Report your LFD test results after taking each test.
If either your day six or seven test are positive you can test again the following day.
You should only end your self-isolation after you have had two consecutive negative LFD tests which should be taken at least 24 hours apart.
You should stop testing after you have had two consecutive negative test results.
You can end self-isolation as long as you do not still have a high temperature.
If you still have a high temperature, you need to continue to self-isolate until your temperature has returned to normal for 48 hours.
You do not need to continue self-isolating for more than seven days if you only have a cough or loss of sense of smell/ taste, as these symptoms
can last for several weeks after the infection has gone.
This guidance also applies to children and young people who usually attend an education or childcare setting.
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If you leave self-isolation on or after day seven following two negative lateral flow results, you are strongly advised to limit close contact with
other people in crowded or poorly ventilated spaces and to minimise contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected with
COVID-19.

ADULTS WHO ARE NOT FULLY VACCINATED
If you are aged 18 and over and you are either unvaccinated, have had one dose only, or if it is less than 14 days since your second dose:
•

you should self-isolate immediately for 10 days following last contact with the positive person

•

you do not need to book a PCR test unless you develop symptoms

If you are not able to be vaccinated for a clinical reason, you should follow the guidance above.
FULLY VACCINATED CLOSE CONTACTS
If you are fully vaccinated (more than 14 days since you received the second dose of an approved COVID-19 vaccine) or you have taken part
in an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial, you do not need to take a PCR test.
You are advised to isolate and take a lateral flow device (LFD) test as soon as possible.
If this is negative, you can stop isolating but should continue to take daily lateral flow tests until the tenth day after the last date of contact with
the positive case.
The lateral flow should ideally be taken before you leave the house for the first time each day.
If any lateral flow test is positive, you should isolate immediately. You no longer need to book a PCR test.
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If at any time you develop symptoms, you should isolate immediately and book a PCR even if the lateral flow test is negative.
Even if you’re fully vaccinated, if you have been identified as a close contact, you are advised not to visit hospitals or care homes for 10 days
and to minimise contact with those known to be at higher risk of severe illness if they contract COVID-19 for 10 days.
OneSchool Global UK strongly recommends that everyone that is eligible should be vaccinated for their own protection and out of respect for the
health and wellbeing of their colleagues and students.

SCHOOL AGED CHILDREN (INCLUDING CHILDREN OF PRIMARY SCHOOL AGE) AND YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT FULLY
VACCINATED
Are advised to isolate and take a lateral flow device (LFD) test as soon as possible.
If this is negative, they can stop isolating but should continue to take daily lateral flow tests until the 10 th day after the last date of contact
with the positive case.
The lateral flow should ideally be taken before you leave the house for the first time each day.
If any lateral flow test is positive, you should isolate immediately. They no longer need to book a PCR test.
If at any time- they develop symptoms, they should isolate immediately and book a PCR even if the lateral flow test is negative.
Information on how close contacts are identified and managed in schools and other structured and supervised settings is available at:
•

Coronavirus (COVID-19): staying safe in schools, colleges, and universities
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TESTING
Different testing services are available in Northern Ireland to prevent the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19). If you have symptoms of coronavirus
or have been identified as a contact of someone who has tested positive for coronavirus, you should get tested immediately. Find out how to get
a test.
Test results should also be reported to the NHS, and also shared with the OSG campus via the OSG UK Asymptomatic Lateral Flow Testing Reporting
Smartsheet, where any positive cases will be automatically flagged out to the attention of the Campus Principal, so appropriate action can be taken
immediately.

CHILDREN UNDER FIVE
It is no longer necessary for children under five years of age to take a PCR test – even if they have symptoms like a cough or temperature - unless
advised to do so by their doctor.
If they develop symptoms, parents are encouraged to carry out a lateral flow test.
If this lateral flow test is positive, they should immediately self-isolate.

PCR TESTING IN NORTHERN IRELAND
There are a number of ways you can arrange to get a PCR test in Northern Ireland.
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should arrange to get a free PCR test at one of the drive or walk-through test centres, or at a mobile
testing unit.
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•

booking a test online

The test procedure is a ‘self-test’ process. If a child needs to be tested, a parent/ guardian will need to arrive at the site prepared to swab the child.
If you are unable to attend a test site, you can order a postal self-test kit online.
On day eight of having symptoms, you need to go to a test site, it’s too late to order a home test kit.
•

Testing site locations and opening hours

If you need help booking a test, or have any questions, telephone the free phone number 119.

LFT testing in school settings
A programme of COVID-19 testing for people who do not have any symptoms (asymptomatic testing) is in place for all staff in pre-school settings,
primary schools and post primary schools, as well as pupils in years 8-14. The tests will be carried out using Lateral Flow Devices (LFD).
Around one of every three people with COVID-19 don’t have any symptoms. This means they could be spreading the infection without knowing
they are infected.
Asymptomatic testing helps to make sure that people who may have the virus but do not know can act to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and
keep others safe.
Combining asymptomatic testing with all the other measures in place in schools such as ventilation, distancing, cleaning, and wearing masks can
help reduce the spread of COVID-19 in schools and in the wider community.
Full details on the programme of asymptomatic testing for schools can be found at www.eani.org.uk/covid-19-testing-in-ni-schools
Schools are currently transitioning to using ACON Flowflex nose-only test which no longer requires a swab of the throat. Some schools will be
using up existing stock of the Innova SARS-Cov-2 Rapid Antigen Lateral Flow test kit which requires a swab of both the throat and nose.
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Please ensure that you read the instructions of the test you intend to use as there may be more than one type in your household and the correct
process needs to be followed for each particular test.
Participation in the LFD schools testing programme is voluntary, but highly encouraged by OSG UK.
•

LFD testing for school staff and pupils will be carried out twice a week, three to four days apart.

•

You should report all LFD results on the DHSC website..

•

Test results to be shared with the campus via the Asymptomatic test result form (link to be shared by campus to students/ parents and
volunteers)

•

If the test is negative, you should still follow the public health advice and government guidance to reduce the spread of COVID-19

•

If the result is positive, then the individual must book a PCR test as soon as possible to confirm the result - Get a free PCR test to check if
you have coronavirus (COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). They and everyone who lives with them must self-isolate unless they are
exempt under the new guidance from the Executive on 16th August Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed
coronavirus (COVID-19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

School campuses are strongly encouraged to follow the OSG UK Visitor protocols stored in the Return to School Portal and ask parents
/ volunteers and other visitors to wear face coverings and take a lateral flow device (LFD) test before entering the school.
Test results to be shared with the campus via the Asymptomatic test result form (link to be shared by campus)

HOW TO REPORT A RAPID TEST RESULT
It’s important to report every result, positive, negative, or void. You need to report your result within 24 hours of getting it.
Reporting your result, even if it's negative or void, helps scientists track the spread of COVID-19 and spot new outbreaks faster.
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•

Report a COVID-19 rapid lateral flow test result .

FACE COVERINGS
The use of face coverings is now required in all indoor settings accessible to the public across Northern Ireland. This includes shops, shopping
centres, private schools and school transport services.
In line with the above - All pupils must also wear a face covering when travelling on dedicated school transport to and from school.
Staff and visitors are asked to wear a face mask when in communal areas and moving around the building.
Only those children who have a reasonable excuse for not wearing one are not required to do so. Examples of reasonable excuses include physical
or mental impairment or disability, and causing severe stress.
The DfE have said they would not ordinarily expect teachers to wear a face covering in the classroom if they are at the front of the class, to support
education delivery, although settings should be sensitive to the needs of individual teachers.

FACE VISORS OR FACE SHIELDS
Face visors or shields do not offer the same protection as a cloth face covering which sits directly over the nose and the mouth.
If you wear a face shield or a visor you should also wear a cloth face covering.
The use of cloth face coverings is recommended, as they provide much better protection from the risk of infection from the COVID-19 virus.
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MIXING AND BUBBLES
DfE no longer recommends that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’).
This means that ‘bubbles’ will not need to be used in schools. As well as enabling flexibility in curriculum delivery, this means that assemblies
can resume, and you no longer need to make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch.

Cleaning
Frequently clean surfaces in your home and wash your hands regularly.
Pay particular attention to shared areas of the home, such as kitchens, bathrooms and surfaces that are frequently touched, such as taps, toilet,
fridge, door handles, tables and kettles.
Schools should continue to follow the operational guidance provided in the Cleaning FAQs
Further guidance from Public Health England on cleaning in non-healthcare settings outside the home.

Catering
•

DE COVID-19 guidance in relation to catering.

Ventilation
Keep your house well-ventilated by opening a window to stop the virus collecting in the air. If it's cold outside, it still helps if you can open the
window even slightly to allow the air to circulate. Then open windows wider for short, sharp bursts of 10 to 15 minutes regularly throughout the
day where it is possible to do so.
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•

Coronavirus (COVID-19): ventilation

SOCIAL DISTANCING
Social distancing is one of a number of measures that can help to reduce the spread of COVID-19.
Other mitigations include good ventilation, the use of protective screens and face coverings, as well as increased cleaning and handwashing.
The closer you are to others, the higher the risk. The risk of transmission is therefore higher at one metre compared to two metres. The level of risk
also increases if there are no mitigations in place.
Other factors that affect risk include location (indoors or outdoors), direction (whether you are face-to-face or back-to-back) and time (duration).
The highest risk is in an indoor, crowded, poorly ventilated space for a long period of time.

Vulnerable Pupils
The Department has produced a Contingency Framework for Vulnerable Children and Young People for use when schools/education settings are
directly impacted by COVID-19 restrictions.
The Department's publication, Putting Care into Education will be useful in supporting our more vulnerable children & young people and
understanding the impact of trauma, in particular on those who are currently or have previously been looked after.
Further information is also provided on the EA’s website. This includes the relevant pupil wellbeing information for school staff including
the wellbeing hub.
Children and Young People who are classed as “clinically extremely vulnerable” or “vulnerable” in health terms should take extra precautions
when attending school and there is additional guidance for those groups.
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CONTINGENCY & OSG UK COVID-19 OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT PLAN
In case of a COVID-19 outbreak in the school campus the Campus Principal must carry a risk assessment to identify who has been in CLOSE
CONTACT with the person(s) during the period that they were infectious.
They must then notify and obtain advice from the Public Health Agency (PHA), pupils and staff may be asked to take a one-off LFD prior to
returning to class. This is in addition to ongoing asymptomatic testing.
The OSG UK COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan covers what you would do if a larger number of students or staff tested positive for COVID19,
and how you would operate if you were advised to take further actions to assist break chains of transmission. The NSO can provide more
information and assistance on this matter.
However, there are several measures that you must take and follow to in order to reduce the potential of a COVID-19 outbreak on your school
campus.
•
•
•
•
•

•

Ensure good hygiene for everyone – ensure that your campus has in place sufficient well stocked sanitisation stations, accessible for
students, staff and visitors.
Signage – to remind students, staff and visitors of good hand hygiene, wear face coverings, etc.
Hand hygiene - Frequent and thorough hand cleaning practice throughout the campus.
Respiratory hygiene - The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important. The e-Bug COVID-19 website contains free
resources for you, including materials to encourage good hand and respiratory hygiene.
Use of personal protective equipment (PPE) - Most staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their
work. The guidance on the use of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings provides more information on the use of
PPE for COVID-19.
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated - When your campus is in operation, it is important to ensure it is well ventilated and that a
comfortable teaching environment is maintained. You should identify any poorly ventilated spaces as part of your risk assessment and take
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steps to improve fresh air flow in these areas, giving particular consideration when holding events where visitors such as parents are on
site, for example, school plays.
You should balance the need for increased ventilation while maintaining a comfortable temperature. The Health and Safety Executive
guidance on air conditioning and ventilation during the COVID-19 pandemic and CIBSE COVID-19 advice provides more information.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS
Both day and residential visits by schools are able to take place.
The Executive decision on 13 May 2021 permitted the resumption of day educational visits by schools from 24 May 2021. This was extended to
allow overnight residential visits by schools from 5 July 2021.
Educational visits outside of Northern Ireland can resume from 18th of October 2021 to countries both within and outside the Common Travel Area.
Schools should consult the relevant travel advice from the Executive before booking and travelling to ensure that all relevant requirements for
travel are adhered to, including any requirements put in place by authorities in the destination country.
Schools are advised to seek advice from their travel provider and/or insurers to ensure that there is adequate financial protection in place for the
trip. The Department will not be able to underwrite the costs of any trips, including, but not limited to, additional costs resulting from the impact
of COVID-19.
Schools should consult the EA guidance for educational visits This includes mitigating measures and details on the appropriate risk assessments
that are required for educational visits.
Schools should undertake full and thorough risk assessments in relation to all educational visits.
Information on overnight residential visits by youth settings can be found on the EA's Youth Online website.
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

OSG UK CAMPUS SPECIFIC PREVENTION CONTROLS – GENERAL
Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell with symptoms of COVID-19:
•

Pupils, staff and other adults must not attend school if they:
→ have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
→ have had a positive test and are required to self-isolate.
→ someone in their household, support bubble, or childcare bubble has symptoms or a positive test and they are
required to self-isolate.
Members of staff returning to work after a period of absence e.g., holiday, will be asked to complete a return-to-work
questionnaire (on Management Portal) to confirm that they are free of symptoms.

•

Pupils, staff, and other adults must follow the latest government / NHS / UKHSA Guidance - Stay at home: guidance
for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.

•

Where self-isolation is being undertaken, the individuals must follow the guidance on When to self-isolate and what
to do.

•

If someone develops COVID-19 symptoms or tests positive for COVID-19 whilst on campus, the Campus Principal
must follow the OSG UK designated policies and procedures such as:
→ COVID-19 Flowchart
→ COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan – Flowchart
→ COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan
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Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

•

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
•

If a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved to the self-isolation room. A window will be opened to ventilate the
room whilst occupied or if a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved to the Covid room next to Warsaw (CP,s
office)which is at least 2 metres away from other people. This room or area will be cleaned and disinfected after use.

•

A separate bathroom has been allocated for use by children who are displaying symptoms of coronavirus. This
bathroom will be cleaned and disinfected before being used by anyone else.

•

The self-isolation room and bathroom will be kept clear of unnecessary items in order to facilitate thorough cleaning
and disinfection.

•

PPE will be worn by staff caring for the child in the self-isolation room if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained.

•

Where staffing levels may be reduced due to absences within the school the Campus Principal /Leadership Team on
site will undertake an assessment of the necessary controls to operate the school with a reduced capacity.

IN THE EVENT OF SCHOOL CLOSURE - The Campus Principal must initiate communication with the CA Team, RTL, RP,
DP L&C, and NFM, as well as convene a meeting to discuss the risks and appropriate steps/actions for the campus.
OneBus must also be notified of planned actions and, if possible/available, invited to join in meetings. If the OneBus Fleet
Manager is not present, the CP must communicate the plans/decisions, so they are kept informed.
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

FACE COVERINGS
In the context of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, a face covering is something which securely covers the nose and
mouth. There are many types of face coverings available.
Cloth face coverings and disposable face coverings work best if they are made with multiple layers (at least 2) and form a
good fit around the face.
Face coverings should be made of a material that you find comfortable and breathable, such as cotton.

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

Wearing a face covering can reduce the risk to others and yourself against the spread of infection because they cover the
nose and mouth, which are the main confirmed sources of transmission of the virus that causes coronavirus infection
(COVID-19).
Due to several regional changes to the COVID-19 rules in the UK, we have taken the approach to summarise the
requirements in each region below. However, further details and guidance is available on the sections above.
Rules in the use of face coverings are now included on the Government guidance sections (above) and are relevant for
each region of the UK.
Click below to be directed to each region:
→
→
→
→
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Face coverings are not classified as PPE (personal protective equipment) which is used in a limited number of settings to
protect wearers against hazards and risks, such as surgical masks or respirators used in medical and industrial settings.

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

RESPIRATORY HYGIENE – GENERAL
Respiratory Hygiene
•
•
•

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

•

Regular reminders and signage should continue to be applied to build and maintain awareness of personal hygiene
standards throughout the day.
Public health advice is that although COVID-19 spreads from person to person through small droplets, aerosols and through
direct contact, there is a relatively low risk of virus transmission associated with surface contacts in schools.
The risk from sharing resources such as library books or bringing schoolbags into school is extremely small.
School Campuses are not required to advise children not to bring in items such as schoolbags or pencil cases. The small risk
presented by sharing resources such as pens and computers in school can be further reduced by regular hand hygiene and
regular surface cleaning practices.
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•

Staff and children should cover the nose and mouth with a disposable tissue when sneezing, coughing, wiping, and
blowing the nose.
All used tissues should be disposed of promptly into a waste bin, and school campuses should ensure that bins are
emptied regularly.
If you don’t have any tissues available, cough and sneeze into the crook of the elbow and wash hands at the first
opportunity.
Bins with bags should be provided in classrooms and in other key locations around the campus for the disposal of
tissues and any other waste. Consideration should be given to their disposal including double bagging and emptying.
A supply of disposable tissues should be available to implement the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach in each classroom.

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
Schools are not required to quarantine items either after shared use in the classroom or after they have been in a pupil’s
home. In circumstances where an individual who has tested positive has used resources while symptomatic, taking those
resources out of use for a few days further reduces the already small risk of infection from surfaces.
Use of school specific minibuses – due to numbers and arrangements, the whole school will act as a single bubble. On
occasion where students mix outside their usual group or bubble, and are over the age of 11, the use of face coverings
should be considered.

SOCIAL DISTANCING

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

The Prime Minister announced on 27th of November 2021, the temporary introduction of new measures as a result of the
Omicron variant.
The measures below are precautionary, while the variant is tracked and assessed. As a result, we will continue to reflect
these measures across all regions and OSG UK campuses.
•

IN CLASSROOMs /
communal staff
spaces

→ Floor markings should remain in place until further notice to remind staff and help
maintaining safe distances.
•

Students - If possible, students should attempt to maintain 2m social distance from staff
and 1m from other students.
→ If required, markings or other suitable arrangements should remain place to remind
students and help maintaining safe distances.

OneSchool Global
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Teaching Staff – where possible and practicable, you should maintain a 2m social distance
from students.

OneSchool Global

The government continues to manage the risk of serious illness from the spread of the virus.

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

MIXING & BUBBLES

This means that ‘bubbles’ will not need to be used in schools. As well as enabling flexibility in
curriculum delivery, this means that assemblies can resume, and you do not need to make
alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch.

OneSchool
Global

DfE / UKHSA - Health Security Agency (former Public Health England), does not recommend that
it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’).

LIMIT CLOSE CONTACT
The government continues to manage the risk of serious illness from the spread of the virus.
The Prime Minister announced on 27th of November 2021 the temporary introduction of new measures as a result of the
Omicron variant.

The main way of spreading COVID-19 is through close contact with an infected person.
When someone with COVID-19 breathes, speaks, coughs or sneezes, they release particles containing the virus that causes
COVID-19. These particles can be breathed in by another person.
You may choose to limit the close contact you have with people you do not usually live with. You may also choose to take a
free test before being in close contact and also encourage those people you are meeting with to do so also which will help
to manage the periods of risks.

OneSchool Global
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The measures below are precautionary, while the variant is tracked and assessed. As a result, we are reflecting these
measures across all regions and OSG UK campuses.

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
This includes returning to the workplace, close contact in a higher risk environment or when spending prolonged periods of
time with a vulnerable individual.
These are personal choices which can help reduce your risk of catching or spreading COVID-19.
It is important to consider that others may wish to take a more cautious approach as the UK opens up/lifts its COVID
restrictions. We should all be considerate of this and provide the opportunity and space for others to reduce close contacts
if they wish.

HAND HYGIENE – GENERAL
The measures below are part of the precautionary measures to mitigate/ control the spread of the virus, while the variant
is tracked and assessed. As a result, we are reflecting these measures across all regions and OSG UK campuses.
The school will ensure that students clean their hands regularly, including:
OneSchool Global

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

→
→
→
→

when they arrive at school
when they return from breaks
when they change rooms
before and after eating.

Hand washing facilities are located throughout the school, in particular, in toilets and disabled toilets.
Hand sanitiser stations will be provided: These are in all classrooms and at the entrances to the school.
Hand sanitiser will also be provided on school transport vehicles for use by students and staff members when getting onto
and off the vehicle.

OneSchool Global
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
Non-alcohol-based hand sanitisers will be used within science labs where open flames may be used.
Small children will be supervised when using hand sanitiser to ensure that hands are cleaned safely, and the risk of hand
sanitiser ingestion is minimised.
Posters will be displayed around the school site showing a good hand washing technique i.e., 20 seconds with soap and
water followed by drying with a paper towel.
Members of staff are briefed on good hand hygiene practices via e-learning and/or toolbox talks and are encouraged to
use hand sanitiser or hand washing stations at frequent intervals throughout the day.
Staff members are informed to avoid physically greeting others for example by the shaking of hands and nudging elbows.
A simple ‘good morning’ or ‘good afternoon’ will suffice and will also adhere to the 2-metre clear social distancing
measures.

OneSchool Global
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

ONESCHOOL GLOBAL UK – STANCE ON COVID-19 LFD TESTING
OSG UK Campuses must stress the importance of testing and reporting results to campus via the asymptomatic lateral
flow testing reporting smartsheet (share campus link with staff students and volunteers).

Broadening testing to identify those showing no symptoms will mean finding positive cases more quickly, and break
chains of transmission.

•

Regular, (twice-weekly) COVID-19 Testing will help to reduce the spread of the virus, protect your fellow colleagues,
friends, and family, therefore we strongly encourage you to continue with the LFD testing unless you had recently been
diagnosed COVID-19 and in that case you should follow UKHSA / NHS advice on testing.
There are currently 3 options available to assist you in obtaining your LFD Test kits for home
testing:

How do I get
additional LFT tests?

Online:
→ Via GOV.UK - Order coronavirus (COVID-19) rapid lateral flow tests - Use this service to
order free packs of rapid lateral flow tests to be sent to your home.
If you’re ordering tests, you will be supplied with 1 pack at a time (7 tests in total) approx. 2-3 days for delivery.
Collection:
→ Collect tests from a pharmacy (in England, Scotland, and Wales only)

OneSchool Global
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•

OneSchool Global
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OSG UK Encourages staff and Students to support the COVID-19 Testing Programme:
• We understand that COVID- 19 LFD testing is a voluntary decision, but this programme is crucial given that around 1
in 3 people who are infected with COVID-19, have no symptoms, so could be spreading the disease without knowing
it.

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
→ Collect tests from a community centre, such as a library

After your test packs
arrive

You should:
→ Take a rapid lateral flow test twice a week (every 3 or 4 days)
→ Report rapid lateral flow test results the day you test, no matter what the result is.

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

If a test result is
positive

PCR Test Results must be reported to the Campus via the PCR Test Results Form (shared
by campus).
In addition, OSG UK, will now require individuals to inform the campus if they are a
confirmed case of COVID-19 Omicron variant, this is to assist the campus in identifying,
and advising close contacts.

OneSchool Global

Operating During Coronavirus (COVID-19) Risk Assessment V.5

82 | P a g e

OneSchool Global

Find out how to get your COVID-19 test result, what you need to do, and how to report your
result.
Further info visit NHS.UK.

OneSchool Global
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

ENHANCED CLEANING

The main way of spreading COVID-19 is through close contact with an infected person.
Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

When someone with COVID-19 breathes, speaks, coughs or sneezes, they release particles containing the virus that causes
COVID-19. These particles can be breathed in by another person.
Cleaning schedules have been implemented for all areas of the school and it must be followed as a mitigation/control
measure for COVID-19 infection/contamination.

Schools must encourage students, staff, volunteers, and visitors to follow the Catch It, Bin It, Kill It strategy and display the
posters in specific locations throughout the campus to remind users.

OneSchool Global

Enhanced cleaning
includes:
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The cleaning of Frequently touched surfaces, such as:
→ stair rails
→ door handles
→ desks
→ light switches
→ kitchen surfaces
→ photocopier and printer control pads

OneSchool
Global

Cleaning Specification and Schedules have now been implemented and implemented, signage must be also displayed within
cleaning cupboards and corridor areas to remind/inform of arrangements.

OneSchool Global

In line with the current advice, we have implemented additional precautionary measures, while the new COVID-19 variant
is tracked and assessed.
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What are the
Hazards?

Cleaning - Other
Facilities

•

Shared classroom resources such as books and games will be cleaned regularly.

•

Musical instruments (brass and wind) will not be shared between students. Other musical
instruments e.g., pianos will be thoroughly cleaned between uses.

•

Outdoor playground equipment will be more frequently cleaned.

•

Students and teachers can take books and shared resources home, but unnecessary sharing
will be avoided. Good hand hygiene when handling these resources is emphasised.

•

Lab coats which may be shared in D&T, Art and Science will not be used. Disposable aprons
for wet work within these subjects will be used or individual aprons/coats may be issued.

•

Arrangements will be made to thoroughly clean lunch and break tables between uses by
different groups.

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

Cleaning - Science

Please consult information provided by the Consortium of Local Education Authorities for the
Provision of Science Services - CLEAPSS, in relation to the cleaning of eye protection:
•

CLEAPSS - GL362-Sanitising Eye Protection

The use of microscopes at the present time has been minimised. Microscope eyepieces should be
cleaned with non-alcohol based sanitising wipes.
Further specific guidance is available through CLEAPSS service/bulletins.
Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

OneSchool Global

Resources

Further resources are available for download on the Return to School Management Portal.
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PPE such as eye protection used in D&T and Science will be cleaned before and after use by the
use of non-alcohol based sanitising wipes; preferably all staff and students should have their own
set of eye protection.

OneSchool Global
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(Covid-19)

Control Measures to be Applied

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

SCHOOL CAMPUS VISITS

OSG UK external Campus visitors must comply with the OSG UK, DfE/Public Health/ Government requirements.
OSG UK will require visitors to complete the COVID-19 Questionnaire and to scan the QR code from the poster displayed at
the reception.

New guidelines have been developed in accordance with existing advice, for specific instances where multi-campus visits
are required; however, in order to protect campus staff, students, volunteers, and others, OSG UK will evaluate risks and
modify processes based on the number of ongoing COVID cases / potential COVID outbreaks.

OneSchool
Global

The measures above are implemented across all OSG UK campuses and follow the current guidance on the NHS test and
trace (England) /Test Trace Protect (Wales) / Test & Protect (Scotland) and StopCOVID NI proximity app (Northern Ireland)

OneSchool Global
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Updated guidance is available for download on the Return to School Management Portal.
The guidance sets out the protocols for OSG UK campus visits for RTLs, RPs, DPs, Aps, HRBPs, other NSO staff, and external
consultants acting on behalf of OSG UK.

OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT PLAN

OneSchool Global

Outbreak management in all settings is led by Local Health Protection Teams (LHPTs).
This document sets out the DfE requirements for managing COVID outbreaks in schools.
OSG UK School campuses must ensure that they know how to contact their local LHPT and their designated person for
doing so is often the Campus Principal.
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
Consult the OSG UK COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan for further details and arrangements, available for download
on the Return to School Management Portal.

OPERATIONAL RULES FOR THE USE OF STAFF ROOMS / STUDENT COMMON ROOMS - USE OF EQUIPMENT
The purpose of this section is to implement operational rules and arrangements for the safe use of Staff Rooms / Student
common rooms and avoid cross-contamination from common touch surfaces.
The following rules must be adopted by each individual campus in order to ensure the safe use of Staff Rooms /
Student Common Rooms.
Campus Principals or delegated individuals must:
•

Brief students and staff on expectations, encourage regular hand washing/ sanitising and explain the arrangements.

•

Ensure that rooms/areas have sanitising stations available/set up near/next to each coffee machine and ensure that
they have suitable arrangements in place for ensuring that these stations are kept properly stocked, areas are kept
clean and tidy.

•

Reinforce safety measures with rooms users, display the necessary/recommended signage, promoting good hygiene
and cleaning, in line with the COVID-19 advice.
Basic rules:
→ Individuals must disinfect their hands before touching cups, sugar, stirrers and operating the coffee
machine/kettle.

OneSchool Global
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
→ Straight after using the coffee machine/kettle – everyone must wipe common touch points, such as –
surfaces, buttons, levers, handles, etc. to ensure that common touch points/areas are disinfected.
→ Individuals should follow signage and should also encourage/promote good hygiene, to ensure that
everyone regularly clean their hands, avoid touching their face, etc.
Should your campus require to order tissues, free standing Sanitisation stations, contact the National Support Office
and forward your request to the relevant persons who will arrange the delivery of the goods directly to your campus.

ONEBUS SCHOOL TRANSPORT

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

This guidance also applies to specialised transportation utilised for school visits/ Educational excursions.
We use the terms “must” and “should” in the guidance. We use the term “must” when the person in question is legally
required to do something and “should” when the advice set out should be followed unless there is good reason not to.

OneSchool Global

This guidance explains the actions for dedicated transport and the measures that OneBus / OSG UK should take to reduce
the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19).

Please consult sections below for further information on School Transport.

OneSchool Global

Face Coverings

EVERYONE
(Driver & Students)
Should wear a face covering when travelling on dedicated transport to school.

Operating During Coronavirus (COVID-19) Risk Assessment V.5

87 | P a g e

OneSchool
Global

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

Hygiene

•
•

Frequent and thorough hand cleaning should now be regular practice.
You should continue to ensure that children and young people clean their hands regularly.

This can be done with soap and running water or hand sanitiser.

Sanitisation &
Cleaning

You should put in place and maintain an appropriate cleaning schedule with a particular focus
on frequently touched surfaces.

Ventilation

It is important to ensure vehicles are well ventilated when occupied, particularly by opening
windows and ceiling vents. You should balance the need for increased ventilation while
maintaining a comfortable temperature.
When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test.

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

Follow (UKHSA – UK)
Health Security
Agency (former Public
Health) advice on
testing, self-isolation
and managing
confirmed cases of
COVID-19

OneSchool Global

Children, young people and adults should follow NHS Guidance on when to self-isolate and
what to do.
They should not board dedicated transport if they have symptoms or other reasons requiring
them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they are
required to quarantine).
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Let fresh air into vehicles when occupied

OneSchool
Global
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OneSchool Global

Hand hygiene:

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

Campus must follow the OSG UK COVID-19 Procedures available for download on the Return
to School Management Portal..

FIRST AID ARRANGEMENTS

Wherever possible when giving first aid, 2m distance will be maintained.
In the unlikely event of cardiac arrest in an adult, rescue breaths will not be performed:
Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

OneSchool Global

•

Adult CPR - Symptoms & First Aid Advice
→ Do not place your face close to the casualty to hear for breathing. Watch the chest.
→ If possible, lay a towel or similar over the nose and mouth.
→ Ensure that CPR is performed using chest compressions and if possible, a defibrillator if available
and trained to do so.
→ Ensure that there is enough PPE for first aiders to utilise including a fluid resistant surgical mask,
gloves, and disposable aprons, as required. Where there is a risk of splashing to eyes, for example,
from spitting, coughing, or vomiting, a face shield or goggles will also be worn.
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If a child or young person develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, while at school or
college, they will be sent home. They should only be collected by a member of their family or
household.

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
In the event of cardiac arrest in a child, rescue breaths must be performed because cardiac arrest in children is likely to
be caused by respiratory problems: Child CPR - Paediatric First Aid You must:
OneSchool
Global

→
→
→
→

Use a face shield or pocket mask over the child’s mouth when performing rescue breaths.
When dealing with first aid incidents, always be aware of the risks to yourself and others.
Wear gloves when dealing with injured persons, particularly those with open wounds.
Cover cuts or grazes on your hands or arms with a waterproof dressing.

Always dispose of all medical waste safely in the designated medical waste bin.

EXAMS (UPDATED 07.01.2022)
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on 27th of November, which included the temporary introduction of new
measures in England as a result of the Omicron variant, it is even more imperative that we try to reduce the spread of
COVID-19 and this guidance describes the measures and actions that schools, colleges and other exam centres should
take to minimise the risk of transmission. You should read this alongside:
Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

OneSchool
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→ guidance on schools and colleges’ responsibilities for exams
→ guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infections
→ actions for schools during the COVID-19 pandemic
→ actions for FE colleges and providers during the COVID-19 pandemic
→ guidance for special schools and other specialist settings
→ safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care settings, including the use of personal protective
equipment (PPE)
→ guidance on autumn series exam support service

OneSchool Global
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Control Measures to be Applied

Clarification on the use of face coverings in examinations and assessments:
Following the temporary reintroduction of face coverings in classrooms, the public health guidance to support exams was
updated on Sunday, 2nd of January 2022.
This guidance sets out that we would not ordinarily expect candidates and invigilators to wear face coverings during
exams and assessments, but only on arrival and departure. Both candidates and invigilators may wear face coverings if
they wish to do so.
Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

We recommend centres also follow this guidance for mock exams and other assessments taking place under exam
conditions or as close to exam conditions as possible, including those taking place to gather evidence for Teacher
Assessed Grades under the guidance published by Ofqual on Thursday 11th of November 2021. This includes
circumstances where these assessments take place in classrooms.
For vocational and technical qualifications where the exam or assessment may require more interaction with an invigilator
or others, such as a practical demonstration, centres have the flexibility to recommend that face coverings be worn if they
deem this appropriate.
The infection prevention measures detailed in the public health guidance to support exams help to ensure a safe
environment for students and staff. These measures continue to apply and should be adhered to.

OneSchool Global
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Control Measures to be Applied

Preparing for and running exams
COVID-19 infection prevention measures
We have worked closely with the United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA) to develop this guidance. Based on
the recent ONS data, the risks to education staff are similar to those for most other occupations.

You must comply with health and safety law and put in place proportionate control measures. To meet these obligations,
you must:
→ review your health and safety risk assessments in light of this refreshed guidance
→ make any necessary changes to your control measures applying the system of controls
Following the system of controls as set out in this guidance, will effectively reduce risks in your setting and create an
inherently safer environment.
These measures are continually reviewed in partnership with health experts.

OneSchool Global
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Implementing the system of controls creates a safer environment for pupils and staff where the risk of transmission of
COVID-19 is substantially reduced. The way to control the virus is the same, even with the current new variants. Working
with UKHSA, we continually review the measures, which are informed by the latest scientific evidence and advice and
update our guidance accordingly.

What are the
Hazards?

Prevention

OneSchool Global UK Campuses should:
1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone.
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes.
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of
COVID-19.

OneSchool
Global
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Control Measures to be Applied

Your campus must have COVID-19 contingency plans (must ensure that you have adopted the
OSG UK COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan), outlining what you would do if students, staff
or your volunteers test positive for COVID-19, or how you would operate if you were advised to
take extra measures to help break chains of transmission.

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19

OneSchool Global

Stepping Measures
Up and Down

Central government may offer local areas of particular concern an enhanced response package
to help limit increases in transmission.
For most settings, it will make sense to think about taking extra action if the number of positive
cases substantially increases. Information on what circumstances might lead you to consider
taking additional action, and the steps you should work through, are available in the contingency
framework.
The contingency framework describes the principles of managing local outbreaks of COVID-19 in
education and childcare settings. Local authorities, directors of public health and UKHSA health
protection teams can recommend measures described in the contingency framework in individual
education and childcare settings, or a small cluster of settings, as part of their outbreak
management responsibilities.
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Given the detrimental impact that restrictions on education can have on children and young
people, any measures in schools should only ever be considered as a last resort, kept to the
minimum number of schools or groups possible, and for the shortest amount of time possible.

What are the
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Control Measures to be Applied

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19

Arrival and departure
of candidates

As well as implications for curriculum delivery, this means that schools and colleges no longer
need to make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch or whilst arriving and leaving
exams.

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19

Cleaning

This includes regular cleaning of areas and equipment (for example twice per day), with a
particular focus on frequently touched surfaces.
Refer to cleaning section for further details and requirements.

OneSchool Global

Set up of the exam
room

Exam rooms should be set up in line with the Joint Council of Qualifications (JCQ) guidance.
Additional steps are no longer necessary, but you should continue to adhere to the infection
prevention measures detailed earlier in this guidance.
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Central government may offer local authorities an enhanced response package to areas of
particular concern to help limit increases in transmission. In areas offered an enhanced response
package, Directors of public health may recommend additional measures in any education and
childcare settings.
You should put in place and maintain an appropriate cleaning schedule.

OneSchool Global

We know that keeping pupils and students in distinct, separate groups (‘bubbles’) to minimise
contacts has impacted schools’ ability to teach a full curriculum. Therefore, we no longer
recommend that pupils are kept in distinct, separate groups (‘bubbles’). (England) (Wales)

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
OSG UK Campuses must follow protocols in place for visitors and temporary staff. Invigilators
can move between different campuses, but protocols must be followed.
They should minimise contact and maintain as much distance as possible from other staff.

Invigilators

Invigilators do not need to wear gloves when collecting exam scripts from candidates but should
wash their hands thoroughly and more frequently than usual and particularly after handling
exam papers.

OneSchool Global
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Further guidance about supply and peripatetic staff is in the school workforce section of
the actions for schools during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The household testing programme continues to support testing of other people connected with
students, for example, exam invigilators.
In line with current guidance Face coverings should be worn by Staff, students and
invigilators
No additional distancing steps are necessary for staff and invigilators from candidates during
exams and assessments, but you should continue to adhere to the infection prevention
measures detailed earlier in this guidance.

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
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Candidate health

The guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infections applies
throughout.

OneSchool Global
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between staff and
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What are the
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Control Measures to be Applied
Schools must take swift action when they become aware that an exam candidate has tested
positive for COVID-19.

Schools action

The guidance explains that schools and colleges can contact the dedicated advice service
introduced by UKHSA and delivered by the NHS Business Services Authority. This can be
reached by calling the DfE helpline on 0800 046 8687 and selecting option 1 for advice on the
action to take in response to a positive case.

OneSchool Global
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Schools and colleges must take swift action when they become aware that an exam candidate
has tested positive for COVID-19. They must follow the guidance outlined in actions for schools
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

OSG UK Campuses must refer to the COVID-19 Management Flowchart and COVID-19
Outbreak Management Plan, actions are detailed in document inc. contact details / links to
relevant guidance and authorities.
Candidates must not attend the exam centre if they have COVID-19 symptoms or have tested
positive in the last 10 days.

Candidates with
symptoms or who
have tested positive

The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are the recent onset of either a:
→ new continuous cough
→ high temperature
→ loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)
Candidates who test positive or who have symptoms must follow public health advice on when
to self-isolate and what to do. Candidates will be unable to attend exams during their period of
isolation.

OneSchool Global
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What are the
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Control Measures to be Applied
Schools and colleges should contact the awarding organisation on the candidate’s behalf to
determine the next available assessment opportunity.

Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts who are:
→ fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine

OneSchool Global
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Where candidates
are isolating in line
with public health
advice

From 14th of December 2021, adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people
aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19
are strongly advised to take an LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting
as normal, unless they have a positive test result.

→ all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their
vaccination status
→ people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons
→ people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine
Children under 5 years are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to take part in daily testing
of close contacts.
OneSchool Global UK strongly recommends that everyone that is eligible should be vaccinated
for their own protection and out of respect for the health and wellbeing of their colleagues and
students.

OneSchool Global
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Where candidates
are isolating in line
with public health
advice
(cont.)

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
Pupils with SEND identified as close contacts should be supported by their school and their
families to agree the most appropriate route for testing including, where appropriate, additional
support to assist swabbing. For further information please see SEND guidance.
Further information is available in NHS Test and Trace: what to do if you are contacted and in
the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19)
infection.
Where a candidate is not covered in the above list and a member of the candidate’s household or
someone, they have been in close contact with has tested positive for COVID-19, the candidate
must isolate immediately for 10 full days counting from the day after the individual tested positive.
They cannot attend exams during that period.
This also applies if the candidate is asked to isolate following contact with someone with the virus.
Candidates cannot attend exams during their period of isolation.
Schools and colleges should contact the awarding organisation on the candidate’s behalf to
determine the next available assessment opportunity.
Candidates in quarantine following foreign travel must not attend exams during their
period of quarantine. Families should follow Travel to England from another country during
coronavirus (COVID-19).

OneSchool Global

Where a candidate
has a negative test

Candidates should follow guidance about their COVID-19 test result when they receive a
negative test.
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What are the
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Candidates who are
clinically extremely
vulnerable from
COVID-19

Candidates who were previously considered to be clinically extremely vulnerable should refer to
the specific guidance for the clinically extremely vulnerable.

OneSchool
Global

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19

Control Measures to be Applied

Schools and colleges must, under their Equality Act obligations, continue to make reasonable
adjustments for candidates with special educational needs and disabilities.

Reasonable
adjustments

Each VTQ awarding organisation will have their own policy on reasonable adjustments, which
we expect schools and colleges to be familiar with.
The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) will need to ensure that the access
arrangement is still appropriate, practicable and reasonable.

OneSchool Global

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19

In the event of a candidate’s circumstances changing, the SENCo may (where required) need to
produce evidence and process an online application.

OneSchool Global

Resources

Public health guidance to support exams for 2021 to 2022 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

CATERING SERVICES – SCHOOL MEALS (UPDATED 02.12.2021)

Introduction of face
coverings in catering
services

The measures below are precautionary, while the variant is tracked and assessed. As a result,
we are reflecting these measures across all regions and OSG UK campuses.
In line with the above and as precautionary measure, while the Omicron variant is tracked and
assessed, everyone must be wearing face coverings, unless they are exempt.

Based on the available information, three risks have been identified:
1. Risk from contaminated food – evidence suggests that the risk from contaminated food is very low. It is highly
unlikely coronavirus can be spread through food however as with other infections good hygiene practices should
be followed in food preparation.

OneSchool Global
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Though the risk of contracting novel coronavirus (COVID-19) through the UK food chain is very low. There is currently no
evidence to suggest transmission occurs through the foodborne route. Therefore, you are very unlikely to catch COVID-19
from food.
However, as a precautionary measure, and while the Omicron variant is tracked and assessed, everyone must be
wearing face coverings, unless they are exempt.

OneSchool Global

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

The government continues to manage the risk of serious illness from the spread of the virus.
The Prime Minister announced on 27th of November 2021 the temporary introduction of new
measures as a result of the Omicron variant.

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
2. Risk from infected food handlers – evidence suggest the main mechanism of transmission is considered to be
human to human. All food workers should ensure the necessary personal and environmental controls are in place
to prevent the transmission of pathogens through food, food preparation surfaces or food packaging, in line with
their business’ HACCP.
3. Risk from contaminated food contact materials - evidence suggests that the risk from food contact materials
is very low. Good hygienic practices should already be in place during the manufacturing stages to significantly
reduce the risk of contaminating any food contact materials and articles.

Nonetheless, it is important to follow good hygiene practice at all times when handling food,
taking the following precautions to prevent the spread of infection:
•

OneSchool Global

Advice On Infection
Control When
Handling Food

→ after coughing or sneezing
→ after going to the toilet
→ before eating and drinking
•

Hand sanitiser gels can be used in addition to hand washing, but they only work on clean
hands. They should never be used as a substitute to hand washing.

•

If possible, try to minimise direct hand contact with food by using tongs and utensils.
Gloves can be used to minimise direct contact with food. However, gloves can become
contaminated with bacteria in the same way as hands so are not a substitute for good
personal hygiene and hand washing.
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Wash hands thoroughly throughout the preparation of food, in particular:

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
Follow guidance UKHSA - UK Health Security Agency (former Public Health) on how to prevent
the spread of coronavirus in the workplace.

Advice for food
handling in the work
environment

This includes:
→ Routine cleaning and disinfection of frequently touched objects and surfaces (e.g., Door
handles, tables),
→ Promoting hand hygiene by making sure that staff, contractors, service users and visitors
have access to hand washing facilities and providing alcohol-based hand rub in
prominent places,
→ Ensuring any crockery and cutlery in shared kitchen areas is cleaned with warm generalpurpose detergent and dried thoroughly before being stored for re-use.

OneSchool Global

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

Effective hand washing involves the following steps:

Effective hand
washing technique

Wet your hands
Add soap to both hands
Rub your hands together
Cover your hands with soap
Clean between fingers
Rinse all the soap off
Dry your hands completely

OneSchool Global

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

It should take about as long to wash your hands as it does to sing “Happy Birthday” twice.

OneSchool Global
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
Standard Operation Procedures & Food Standards Agency Risk Assessment and signage:
Double click the images below to open
(Print or save file to your drive)

OneSchool Global

OneSchool Global
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Resources
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING PROGRAMME COVID-19 ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING IN SCHOOLS
Rapid testing using Lateral Flow Devices (LFDs) helps to identify people who are infectious but do not have any COVID-19
symptoms. For secondary school staff and pupils, we have moved to a home testing model. The lateral flow devices used
have received regulatory approval from the MHRA for self-use. Home test kits are available for all staff.
Testing remains voluntary but strongly encouraged.

OneSchool
Global

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

Both pupils and staff in secondary schools will be supplied with LFD test kits to self-swab and
test themselves twice a week at home. Staff and pupils must report their result to NHS Test and
Trace as soon as the test is completed either online or by telephone as per the instructions in the
home test kit.

Home Testing

Staff and Students should also report the results of their testing to their campus by completing
the OneSchool Global COVID-19 Asymptomatic Testing form
Students aged 18 and over should self-test and report the result, with assistance if needed.
Adolescents aged 12 to 17 should self-test and report with adult supervision.
The adult may conduct the test if necessary. Children ages 5-11 should be tested by an adult.

OneSchool Global
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Staff and pupils should also share their result, whether void, positive or negative, with their school
to help with contact tracing.

What are the
Hazards?

Secondary school
testing on-site
through an
Asymptomatic
Testing Site (ATS)

In England Secondary schools have been asked to offer pupils testing at an on-site ATS.
Further information on this matter is available for download on the Return to School
Management Portal – lines 24-28.

ENGLAND

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

Control Measures to be Applied

CHEMICALS USED WITHIN ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING
What are the
Hazards?

OneSchool Global

Control Measures to be Applied

•
•
•
•
•
•

Information supplied by NHS Test and Trace indicates that these chemicals are not
hazardous.
PPE will be worn when handling the extract solution including nitrile gloves, safety
glasses, and impervious clothing (i.e., disposable apron).
Solution will not be used past expiry date.
Users will be given training on safe handling of the extraction solution.
Product will not be allowed to enter drains.
Safety data sheet will be supplied by Innova with chemicals and procedures followed
to mitigate against inhalation, skin contact or ingestion of these chemicals
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Chemicals used
withinAsymptomatic
Testing

How could people be
Harmed?
Contact with extraction
solution (which contains
disodium hydrogen phosphate
NA2HPO4 and sodium
phosphate monobasic
NAH2PO4 and sodium
chloride NaCl). These
components do not have any
hazard labels associated with
them, and the manufacturer
states that there are no
hazards anticipated under
conditions of use as described
in other product literature. This
is the case for exposure to:
eye, skin, inhalation, ingestion,

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
chronic toxicity, reproductive
and developmental toxicity,
carcinogenicity, and medical
conditions aggravated by
exposure.

LEGIONELLA
The school has a legionella risk assessment in place.
Plans for recommissioning of water system following a period of absence will be
implemented.
the recommendation is that where complex*
systems have been allowed to stagnate for 3-4 weeks they should be recommissioned**.
Flushing of complex systems may not be enough of a control measure.
* Complex systems are those with water storage, shower heads andother sprays and long
lengths of pipework.
** recommissioning involves the cleaning and disinfection of the watersystem.

OneSchool Global
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Legionella

Development of high numbers
of legionellabacteria within the
water system, leading to
increased risk of legionellosis.

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

FIRE SAFETY
The school will return to normal operations, and existing fire safety procedures will be
reviewed and implemented if deemed appropriate.
Fire drills will continue termly. Social distancing is not essential during an emergency
evacuation (short duration of contact), but it is required during fire drills.
Fire doors will not be propped open, even as a measure to minimisesurface contact. Door
handles and touch points will be cleaned on-a-daily-basis as per government guidance.

OneSchool Global

Fire Safety

Changes to emergency
evacuation plan; numbers of
marshals; and inadequate use
of fire precautions may lead to
increase inevacuation time
and promote fire spread
throughout the building

CONTRACTOR MANAGEMENT
General Safety Rules for Contractor visits to OneSchool Global UK Campuses (contracted works)
OneSchool Global

Requirements:
Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

OneSchool Global

•

Supply Quotation for works.

•

Supply quotation for any additional works/items.

•

The contractor shall only action on receipt of an approved Purchase Order from OSG UK.

•

All Personnel attending the campus are required to provide their DBS certificate to campus administration on the first
day of their visit.
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
•

Contact and agree attendance times/dates with campus Premises Manager.

•

Permit to work (PTW) must be carried with the contractor prior to start working at the campus and the member of staff
responsible, must ensure that he is satisfied with the agreed measures, and these must be recorded in the PTW and
signed, both by the contractor and the member of staff.

•

Provide copy of Risk Assessment and Method Statement to campus.

COVID-19 Safety Measures:
In order to take a practical and functional approach in ensuring good working practices and safety during the COVID-19,
the following basic steps must be followed both by contractors and visitors.

OneSchool Global

•

Follow and adhere to UKHSA - UK Health Security Agency (former Public Health) advice on COVID-19.

•

Where possible and practical, works should be carried during school holidays/ out of school hours.

•

When engaging with the Contractor, the Premises Manager must inform of OSG UK arrangements and other
local requirements.

•

All personnel should carry out COVID-19 Lateral Flow Tests on the evening before the scheduled date of the visit, or on
the evening before the first day of the visit if it extends beyond one day. – Free NHS Rapid Lateral Flow test packs can be
ordered online or obtained from your local Chemist (Find where to get rapid lateral flow tests).
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
•

The link to the campus asymptomatic lateral flow testing reporting must be shared by the campus with
the contractor beforehand so that they can report their lateral flow test results for any required follow up if a positive
case is reported on campus within 48 hours of the visit having taken place.

•

Visitors must scan the NHS Test & Trace QR Code at the campus reception.

•

All attendees will book in at reception on arrival and complete any required forms to confirm that they have not been in
contact with any person who has tested positive with COVID-19 within the previous 10 days.

•

The campus will provide all personnel visiting/working with any updated fires safety / safeguarding / first aid
arrangements that accurately reflect the current provision on the campus.

•

All personnel will be expected to follow campus hygiene rules around regular hand washing and use of hand gel.
Double click the image below to open (print or save file to your drive)
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

Safety Rules for Contractor visits to OneSchool Global UK Campuses (Emergency response)

OneSchool Global

Contractors must book in at reception.

•

They must confirm that they are not symptomatic (forCOVID-19) and they must scan the NHS Test & Trace QR Code at
the campus reception.

•

Must complete any required forms to confirm that they have not been in contact with any person who has tested positive
with COVID-19 within the previous 10 days.

•

(Where possible) The contractor will attend the site out of hours to minimise opportunity for contact between all parties.

•

Where contractor visits attend site during hours of school operation, contractors will work in rooms that are not in use by
teaching staff or pupils.

•

The room will be well ventilated, where possible.

•

Contractors will be issued with additional site rules at reception,including expectations in terms of cleaning, respiratory
hygiene, and hand hygiene. The contractor must confirm that they are not symptomatic.

•

Hand sanitiser gel will be provided for use upon entry to the site.
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•

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

VISITOR MANAGEMENT
Safety Consultant and Enforcement Officer
(e.g., food safety officers)

Visits may be unannounced. The following control measures will be implemented:
• Visitors must book in at reception

OneSchool Global

Requested to complete the COVID-19 Questionnaire.

•

Scan the Test & Trace QR Code at reception.

•

They must confirm that they are not symptomatic (for COVID-19)

•

They will be issued with site rules regarding hand hygiene, cleaning, and respiratory hygiene.

•

Hand gel will be provided at reception for use.

•

Social distancing measures will be adopted.

•

Screens will separate receptionists from visitors to the site, where social distancing cannot be maintained.

•

Cold calls (sales) will not be processed beyond the reception area of the school.

•

Gate and door control pads will be regularly cleaned.
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
•

The campus will provide all personnel visiting with any updated fires safety / safeguarding / first aid arrangements that
accurately reflect the current provision on the campus.

•

All personnel will follow campus hygiene rules around regular hand washing and use of hand gel.

•

Maximum room occupancy designated by size will be observed throughout the campus visit for any meetings arranged or
observations.

• All personnel visiting will bring their own laptops, pens, writing pads etc. and will take them with them at the end of the day.
•
Catering
• Provision of Catering / Refreshments is not currently allowed until after the October half-term.
• Visitors can carry their own personal refreshments, while visiting the campus.

Campus Visit Covid-19 Safety Arrangements – OSG Staff + Southalls

However, these rules may be subject to revisions and adjustments as a result of local COVID outbreaks, higher infection
rates, COVID variants, government updates, announcements, and DfE Schools COVID-19 operational advice.
Outbreaks will be managed in accordance with the Local Health Protection Team and the OSG UK COVID-19 Outbreak
Management Plan.

OneSchool Global
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As part of the relaxation of the COVID-19 measures and restrictions, OSG is following the provided guidance and relaxing
some of the implemented COVID-19 measures.

What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
During the Autumn Term 2021 RTLs, RPs, DPs, Aps, HRBPs, other NSO staff, and external consultants acting on behalf
of OSG UK, will recommence a managed schedule of campus visits to perform necessary governance responsibilities.
These visits will follow carefully considered guidelines around nationally recognised COVID-19 safety measures as
follows:
Approval
•

Where possible, visits must be planned and organised with the campus.

•

Staff must check if there are any live COVID-19 cases at the campus they are planning to visit.

•

Any external consultants acting on behalf of OSG UK, must follow this protocol and adhere to the OSG UK Safety Measures
below.

Safety Measures

OneSchool Global

•

All personnel will follow national guidelines around self-isolation and will not attend any campus or other site if they or any of
their household have tested positive for COVID-19, or if they have been identified as a close contact of someone who has
tested positive for COVID-19.

•

No person will attend more than their usual place of work and one other campus without a 24-hour gap.

•

All personnel will carry out Lateral Flow Tests on the evening before the scheduled date of the visit, or on the evening before
the first day of the visit if it extends beyond one day. – Free NHS Rapid Lateral Flow test packs can be ordered online or
obtained from your local Chemist (Find where to get rapid lateral flow tests).

•

The link to the asymptomatic lateral flow testing reporting smartsheet for the campus will be shared by the campus with
the visiting persons beforehand so that they can report their lateral flow test results for any required follow up if a positive
case is reported on campus within 48 hours of the visit having taken place.
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied
•

Visitors must scan the NHS Test & Trace QR Code at the campus reception.

•

All attendees will book in at reception on arrival and complete any required forms to confirm that they have not been in contact
with any person who has tested positive with COVID-19 within the previous 10 days.

Multi-campus visits are evaluated one-on-one, and those seeking visits are given advice and assistance based on the
campus risk / regional COVID-19 levels.

Coronavirus
SARS-Cov2
(Covid-19)

OneSchool Global

Resources
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What are the
Hazards?

Control Measures to be Applied

MENTAL HEALTH

There is access to designated staff for all pupils who wish to talk to someone about
wellbeing/mental health.
Wellbeing/mental health is discussed regularly in PSHE/virtual assemblies/pupil briefings
(stories/toy characters are used for younger pupils to help talk about feelings).

OneSchool Global

Mental Health

The mental health of both
pupils and staff has been
adversely affected during the
period that the school has
been closed and by the
COVID-19 crisis in general.

Students:
There are sufficient numbers of trained staff available to support pupils with mental health
issues.

Resources/websites to support the mental health of pupils are provided.

CP and SLT are proactive in discussing wellbeing with the staff that they manage,
including their workload.
•

Staff can access school counsellors via phone.

•

Staff briefings / training on wellbeing are provided as part of return-to-work schedule.

•

Staff have been signposted to useful websites and resources.

OneSchool Global

Mental Health

The mental health of both
pupils and staff has been
adversely affected during the
period that the school has
been closed and by the
COVID-19 crisis in general.

STAFF:
Staff are encouraged to focus on their wellbeing.

Please contact Rui Martins at NSO and/or Caroline Lee at Southalls in the event any of the controls within this risk assessment require
updating or changing so amendments can be recorded.
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FURTHER RISKS
INSERT BELOW ANY FURTHER RISKS IDENTIFIED WHILE CARRYING THE ACTIVITY/TASK
Date:

Ref:

[insert date]

COVID-19 RA/ FR

Review Date:
[insert date]

Assessor: [insert name of assessor here]

Operating During Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Hazard

Biggleswade Campus

Ownership: [insert owner info]

Risk Assessment:

Ref. N°.

OSG UK Campus:

Persons at Risk and How They Might be
Harmed

Persons Exposed/Affected:
Staff, students, and visitors

Controls or Further Controls

Action by

Date

FR - 1.

FR - 2.

FR - 3.

FR - 4.
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Ref. N°.

Hazard

Persons at Risk and How They Might be
Harmed

Controls or Further Controls

Action by

Date

FR - 5.

FR - 6.

FR - 7.

FR - 8.

FR - 9.

FR - 10.

FR - 11.
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